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against authority 
and rigidity setting in 
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Welcome to the first issue of THE SHADOW. 
Contrary to some cynics and pessimists this 
isn’t just an other bland magazine, nor is 
~HE SHADOW another Fanzine. We acknowl- 

our critics are correct to state ‘the 
-na~<et is flooded with populist magazines’, 
-towever quantity is not quality! The major- 
ity of these journals contain the same pre¬ 
packaged message. Originality is discarded 
n favour of standardised hype which insults 
:ne readers intelligence. Much is written but 
little is said. 

In the Brittish media today character 
assassination replaces satire, humour is 
not black but pathetic There is little inves¬ 
tigative journalism with a cutting edge 
Journalism no longer has the courage to 
sonfront the power, pr ivelagesand prestige 
of the British Establishment. This trend 
away from investigative journalism has 
Deen reinforced by a combination of state 
censorship and self censorship. Freedom of 
speech and discusion have become a rare 
commodity in Thatcher’s Britain 

THE SHADOW hopes to make a 
modest contribution to ending the exploita¬ 
tion of individual by individual, and create 
an additional- forum where people have a 
more genuine freedom to discuss and debate 
issues without fear and coercion. 

To this end, many of the articles are linked 
by common themes. For instance, Pat Kane’s 
warning that ‘Silence is death’(i.e The sup¬ 
pression of debate) is equally valid to not 
only Guatemala but Glasgow 
Although there obviously exists distinct 
differences between the forms of repres¬ 
sion in these 2 areas, the parallels are 
striking. While ‘Silence is Death in Guate¬ 
mala refers to the destruction of I ndian cul¬ 
ture and traditions, in Glasgow it concerns 



the survival of the historical social identity 
of communitieslike theGorbals. This is why 
the writer James Kelman expresses his 
fears that in 40 or 50 years time people 
may be debating the question ‘Is there a 
Glasgow identity?’ For if greedy Develop¬ 
ers and corrupt politicans get their own way 
Glasgow may cease to exist. 

The Glasgow District Council has clearly 
began a more concerted onslaught on the 
Identity and Traditions of the Scottish 
working-class The ruthless attempts to 
build Motorways which dissects and divides 
whole communities, the proposed sale of 
Glasgow Green, the plundering of the 
People’s Palace, and sacking of Michael 
Donnelly indicates a cynical disregardof the 
opinions of working-class people People 
are never consulted nor allowed to express 
their views on new developments within the 
City. To Glasgow' District Council, money is 
everything, humanity is nothing. Like all 
Stalinists,Glasgow District Council has been 
a consistent foe of freedom of speech and 
genuine Democracy OUT OF ORDER PAT 
LALLY and hisother Gangsters believe ordi¬ 
nary Glasgow people have no right to an 
opinion. Why? Yes you have guessed it - ‘Its 
out of order! ’ 

Threats, intimidation and political witchhunts 
have become the stock and trade of the 
armourly of Glasgow District council. In this 
respect, Glasgow District council’s singing 
of Frank Sinatra’s ‘ My Way’( A song which 
has become the unofficial anthem of the 
Mafia) is no accident. For the Glasgow Dis¬ 
trict council no longer conceals it’s Gang¬ 
sterism but openly displays it. They view 
corruption(i.e. illegal land deals, bribery 
and misappropriation of public funds) as a 
virtue, not a vice 


Although Glasgow District Council scarcely 
pays attention to the views of the elector¬ 
ate, this is no reason to be despondent 
Cynicism isnosubstitutefor campaigningon 
thestreets. Pressurefrom below can achieve 
results! It has succeeded in forcing Glasgow 
District Council to hold a public meeting 
over the sale of Glasgow Green. The 
Strathclyde Regional Council has failed to 
implement its new motorway plansdue toan 
effective and determined campaign. But this 
resistance needs to be escalated in order to 
maximise it’s impact 
11 is i m portant to acknowledge that whi le the 
1st issue of The Shadow deals with many 
Glasgow issues it would be misleading to 
believe we are parochial. On the Contrary, 
we are first and foremost a Scottish maga¬ 
zine and in future issues we will encompass 
problems experienced by people in other 
areas of Scotland. 

It is also important to understand we do not 
adhere to any strict Ideological perspec¬ 
tive. AGerman Philosopher called Nietzsche 
warned that ‘Convictions are like prisons. 
By this, he did not mean to justify shallow 
opportunism but only to imply that holding 
dogmatic views can restrict people’s abili¬ 
ties to think for themselves. 

On a lighter note the magazine is not all 
serious. Far from it! The Shadow also aims 
to entertain( i.e. in a thought provoking 
manner) by providingfeactureson football, 
films, literature Arts and of course, music 
The views expressed by contributors are 
not always those held by the editors. 



while reading Sean Darner’s book 
‘Glasgow going fora Song, 1 990, we dis¬ 
covered the mysterious ‘SHADOW’. The 
Shadow was the Pseudoym used by a 1 9th 
century Journalist Alexander Brown,a 
Glasgow Letterpress printer. In 1858 he 
wrote a book titled ‘Midnight Scenes and 
Social photographs’.The book was the prod- 
uctof 1 weeks rambles through thestreets, 
closes and wynds of Glasgow The aim of the 
author was to ruthlessly expose the appall¬ 
ing housing conditions and poverty expe¬ 
rienced by the working-class. As Sean 
Darner stated “A memorable picture of 
Glasgow in 1858 has been provided by 
Shadow and the rotten housing,fearful 
drunkeness,prostitution and domestic vio¬ 
lence he describes stands in vivid contrast 
to the glories of Glasgow’s Mid-Victorian 
Industry’. Could this also be Glasgow in 
1990? The Shadow provided a relentless 
critique of glaring inequalities between the 


rich and poor For example,the Shadow 
correctly referred to the slums inhabited 
by the poor as falsely being called" homes” 

He stated ‘The presenceof such places in the 
centre of Princely wealth surrounded by 
monuments of art and all the elements of 
outward Civilization is a libel upon the 
City’ In 1990, little has changed The 
Worker’s City group views the recently 
erectedOpera house as a ‘Libel on theCity’. 
He explodes the myths and misconceptions 
surrounding poverty. Rather than alcohol 
being the root of poverty .poverty drives 
peopleto'the sinsof drink’. As the Shadow 
claims ‘How is it possible for the human 
frame to be supported amid all this,without 
having recoursetoartificial stim-ulants,we 
cannot see’ This point is as valid as it is in 
1 990 as it was in 1 858. The Shadow also 
demolished the myth that Highlanders and 
Irish immigrant were the cause of poverty. 
In addition,he courageously exposed not 


only colonial oppression in India but also 
Ireland. He totally opposed all forms of 
racism and Religous Sectarianism. He 
further condemned the Monarchy which 
treated Scotland as their own playground. 
The Shadow expressed 
a warm radiant form 
of humanism. He un¬ 
derstood that what the 
oppressed required 
was not ‘Simpering 
sympathy but Equality 
andagenuine improve¬ 
ment in the quality of 
living. To this end he 
called for the abolition 
of the Monarchy and 
slum Landlordism. 

Although the Shadow is dead hisspirit lives 
on. For the Shadow warned that ‘Outraged 
and neglected humanity will also true to a 
Moral Law, assert its power. The op¬ 
pressed will be avenged.’ 
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SILENCE IS DEATH GENOCIDE IN GUATEMALA 

david shaw 


Forthemajnstream media,theGulfwar 
istheonly reality. The wars in Yugosla¬ 
via and Guatemala are deemed irrele¬ 
vant. The Media reasons ‘War, what 
War? Genocide, what Genocide? Mean¬ 
while, in Guatemala, the toll of the 
Death-squads rises. Everyday, 3 Indi¬ 
ans di ssap p ear. Accor d i n g to A m n esty 
International ‘The corpses of street 
children have been found with their 
eyes burned out and ears and tongues 
cut out”.On the evening of the 11th of 
September, a young Sociologist, Mirna 
Mack.whowasresearchingGuatemala’s 
street children, was attacked as she 
left her office at 7 p.m. and stabbed to 
death. It is incidents such as these that 
the media cannot ignore. For silence is 
death. Silence can only prolong the cal¬ 
culated liquidation or ‘desaparecido’ of 
the Indians. 

Last July, while travel ling down south¬ 
wards from Acapulco to Nicaragua, I 
discovered that the oppressive pre¬ 
sense of the Military reached the most 
unexpected places. Contrary to a 
recently published guide to Guatemala 
and Belize, I found the victims of the 
military were not always clearly de¬ 
fined. Often theTerror was indiscrimi¬ 
nate. %. 

When I first arrived in Central Amer¬ 
ica, I wasignorantof the war occurring 
in Guatemala. Lost in Mexico, without 
Spanish, com mon-senseor any senseof 
direction, I arrived at an inescapable 
conclusion. I was lost! Fortunately, I 
met a street-wise 35 year-old Dutch¬ 
man named Frank, who had been busy 
tradingwith the Indians. Heturnedupat 
a bus-stop with 3 case of merchandise, 
a personal suitcase anda guitar. When I 
asked him directions to Nicaragua, he 
replied ‘What do you want to go there¬ 
for man?CometoPanajachel in LakeAt- 
itlan. Itsaparadise. It’soneof themost 
beautiful places in the World! Goodfood, 
nice women and lovely scenery’.So I 
decided to go to Panajachel. The Revo¬ 
lution could wait. 

After bribing the Guards at the Mexican 
border, Frank was jubilant that his 
merchandise had not been searched. I 
became anxious. Had I inadvertantly 
aided a shady courier or conquistador? 
Fortunately he turned out to be a rest¬ 
less salesman who had been roaming 
North and Central America for the past 
10 years. 


As we reached Panajachel, Frank dis¬ 
covered that the town had changed 
beyond recognition. The symbols of 
Cultural and commercial imperialism 
were all in evidence. What was once a 
small Indian village had been trans¬ 
formed into a tourist resort with a 
growing population of foreign settlers. 
German and American Bungalows ap¬ 
peared. The pubs and restaraunts had a 
distinct European character. TheDutch- 
man clearly found the growing com¬ 
mercial life of the town distasteful. 

The potential profits to be made from 
trading with the Indians were stagger¬ 
ing. For example, it was possible to 
purchase a beautifully carved Mayan 
knife fcr as little as 50p and sell it at 
home for £5! It was tempting. 



The Dutchman warned me that the lake 
would be destroyed by the greed of 
short-term commercial interests. His 
fears were confirmed by an Ecologist, 
AnneLaBastille.Sheclaimedthat ‘In 29 
yearsthere’sbeena 1600& increasein 
vacation homes on the Lake and more 
tour boats and hotels- all dumping 
sewagw into the lake. Theres been an 
80& loss of wildlife habitat’. I found 
that relations between the Military and 
foreign settlers were often tense. For 
example, Frank introduced me to an A 
merican who had been arrested and 
imprisoned simply for being found with 
a joint of hash. The military confiscated 
all his financial savings intended for his 
small business. They left him bankrupt. 
Frank informed me that initially, the 


military attended the pubs and resta¬ 
raunts seeking to befriend foreigners. 
But the foreigners wanted nothing to do 
with the soldiers. They even shunned 
them. The Army, feeling offended by 
this reac tion, started to pick on for¬ 
eigners. They began to raid Hotels and 
pubs on the pretext of seeking drugs. 
The reality was that the soldiers were 
really releasing their vent up frustra¬ 
tions. Soldiers began to wait for some 
foreigners to leave pubs in order to 
attack them. Frank told me “ Don’t 
worry, they only pick on foreigners 
who resemble Charles Atlas. My Ger¬ 
man friend had a well built physique and 
was assaulted by 5 soldiers. The Ger¬ 
man was a braveman and put up a good 
fight. A few days after the incident he 
com plained of a headache. Being macho, 
he wouldn’t go to the Doctor. He later 
died of a brain haemorrhage. ’As many 
as half-a-do 2 en foreigners were killed 
in ugly incidents of this kind. An Inter¬ 
national outcry led to the military ban¬ 
ning soldiers from visiting the town. A 
Dutch student also told me how his 
friend was shot dead a week ago while 
waiting at a bus-stop. 

Throughout it’s history, Guatemalan 
Indians have been ruthlessly exploited 
in Guatemala. They continue to be the 
victims of colonialism, rascism, mal¬ 
nutrition and poor health. Since 1968, 
at least 100,000 people have been killed 
and 40,000 have dissappeared. Ac¬ 
cording to a priest, ‘The Army is trying 
to kill every Indian alive’. General Rios 
Montt claims ‘There is no distinction 
between subversives and Indians’. 
Between february, 1986 and January 
1987, there were at least 1000 kill¬ 
ings, the vast majority attributable to 
the death squads. 

Yet the Americans who organised the 
1954 military coup which brought the 
military to power, claim El Salvador 
and Guatemala represent ‘model De¬ 
mocracies’ ! Some Americans have 
become so absorbed in their personal 
life-stylesand the ability to experience 
‘self-actualisation’they areoutof touch 
withwhatshappeningabroad.Thereare 
some who don’t even know whether 
Guatemala is a city or country. So to 
both the Military and America, the 
Guatemalan Indians have dissappeared. 
Indifference becomes silence. Silence 
becomes death. 
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pat kane 
the popstar 
philosopher 

The Shadow Interviewed Pat Kane,the Pop star of Hue and 
Cry, about his new role as Rector for Glasgow University. 
During this interview, he clarified what role he hoped to 
perform in attempting to improve the welfare of student 
interests. He also expressed an enthusiastic interest in 
Scottish philosophy .culture and what he describes as the 
“ Democratic intellect ’which pervades m uch of the Scottish 
Educational Tradition’. 

THE SHADOW- Why is a busy Pop-star working as a 
University Rector? 

How do you respond to criticism that you should leave 
politics to the experts; the Politicans.and stick to your 
music? 

PAT- There are many connections which can be made 
between Pop music and politics. This is what I have found 
from having discussions with my fans. Once you talk to fans 
you find they are interested and concerned with political 
issues. Being a Rector provides me with an opportunity to 
raise and present important issues which interest youth. 
People also have as much right to participate in politics as 
anyone else. In fact,given their record, politics is best not 
left to the Politicans. People have a natural right to partici¬ 
pate in politics.ln this regard, I support a profoundly Demo¬ 
cratic politics. What is good about being a Rector who 
represents a constituency of Students is its not part of 
official Politics. 

I’m not constrained by any political line which tells me how 
to think on certain issues. I can also talk about values and 
raise different perspectives in an active way. I’m for good 
political ideas with a small ‘p’. Being a Rector is good if you 
don’t want to be part of official politics yet want to be 
political. 

THE SHADOW- Do you think Scotland is experiencing a 
Cultural Renaissance and does Hue and Cry consider them¬ 
selves part of it? For example, some people view the writer 
James Kelman as representing part of a new cultural Renais¬ 
sance but he appear s em bar rassed at such an association. He 
might even disown such speculation. 

PAT- Thats quite interesting. Since 1979 Cultural repre¬ 
sentation has filled the vacuum left from an absense of 
political representation in Scotland. This followed the defeat 


of attempts to gain Devolution in 1979 The lack of political 
representation in Scotland could easily have led to Scots 
becoming confused and pessimistic. This could have oc¬ 
curred. But it didn’t. What actually happened was that the 
Scots began to examine and question their own identity. They 
asked themselves the questions 'Who are we and where are 
we going?’There exists much cultural .literary and intellec¬ 
tual explorations around the question as to who we are. We 
still haven’t found an answer to this question. Its largely 
inconclusive. 

Perhaps the point is we don’t have to answer it. Its a 
democratic and healthy spirit of enquiry that should be 
encouraged. I also believe a sense of Scottishness can 
produce great art and ideas. Self-expression can be cultural 
as well as political. A more articulate Scot of the 1990’s has 
replaced the largely inarticulate Scot of 1979. 

This new spirit of expressing themselves in a more articu¬ 
late way disproves the belief that the Scottish have no 
cultural idendity of their own. 

My campaign to become Rector was inspired by theorists 
such as Tom Nairn and George Davis,the author of ‘The 
Democratic Intellect’. The Democratic Intellect has been an 
integral part of the Scottish Education system over the last 
4 centuries. The principle is that Education should be open to 
everyone and not ,a tiny elite. These traditions are extraor¬ 
dinary powerful to use against Thatcherism. 

There will come a time when the Renaissance of culture will 
rejoin politics. Although I’m for Scottish traditions and 
culture I’m still for ‘Independence in Europe’. I’m opposed to 
the nature of the European Parliament but not to some of the 
most progressive principles enshrined in European Court of 
Human rights like the Bill of rights, proportional represen¬ 
tation and Women and male representation in authority. 
These principles might help as initial guidelines for the 
emergence of a fully Democratic Parliament in Scotland. 

THE SHADOW- WHY did you resign from the magazine CUT? 

PAT- I haven’t been asked that question for ages! 
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THE SHADOW- I think it is relevant because of the growing 
threat of Racism and Fascism in Europe? 

PAT- I agree it is relevant in terms of attempting to identify 
what Fascism is. One of the first things Goebbals did was to 
ban artistic culture. He claimed it was of the head and not of 
the heart. It $as too rational. 

Morrison claimed in his critique that I was trying to censor 
his work. This wasn’t true at all. There was no truth in the 
allegation I was tryingto censor hiswork. It was a paranoid 
reaction on ‘CUTS’ behalf. 

Every art wok raises arguments,questions and issues and 
should not be afraid of criticism. My views are strictly 
Voltairian. I might dissagree with your views but I defend to 
the death your right to ex press them. Debate of these issues 
isverygreyandborderline. I thoughtthecomicstripon Adolf 
Hitler encouraged an unhealthy fascination with Hitler. This 
fascination was being expressed in a loud and vocal way. The 
debate on this issue was not a bad thing. All debate sharpens 
people’s minds. Unless there is this debate the health of a 
culture goes down. Silence is death. 

THE SHADOW- Glasgow University hasa reputation for being 
an Authoritarian bastion of snobbery in some quarters. I'm 
referring to this in relation to it’s elitism. What role can you 
play in trying to shed this image? 

PAT- Statistically speaking,Scottish Education islesselitist 
than the English. A clear I /3 of Scottish school students are 
allowed access to further Education as opposed to 20SB in 
England. Although free access to Education needs to be 
massively developed and improved. In termsof theelitism of 
the Institution I come up against it every day. 

The students don’t have full control of the real decision¬ 
making process. That is,the structure and process where 
people decide how to spend resources. The decisions are 
made in a self-enclosed administration. The problem is that 
there still exists divisions between academics and students 
on certain issues. For example, should a new computer 
system take priority over Library facilities. 

As chairman of the University Court (Editoral i.e. the main 
decision-making body) I must beobjective. That isacurious 
position to be in. Its part of my Democratic role to raise and 
encourage students to become involved in political issues. 
Many students might think politics is archaic and boring 
However, it effects them all. Some good events have oc¬ 
curred. For example, University Lecturers are to be pro¬ 
vided with training which makes them better teachers. I 
welcome this development. You don’t want a situation where 
f i r st year students are ti m id and ter r if ied of thei r lecturers. 
This training should make the University less elitist. My 
position is difficult. As Rector I sometimes have to against 
and for the Establishment. I walk a tight-rope between being 
a University Rector and an irritant to those in authority. For 
exam pie,theirsa letter on my desk from a Development Fund 
Manager asking me to get involved in promotions to encour¬ 
age corporations to provide resources to the University. 
This might sound Establishment but these extra resources 
might provide assistance for a blind student within the space 
of 6 months. The other alternative is waiting for a new 
Governmentto beelected.Sol haveaSchizophrenicrolebut 
I still hang on to my anti Establishment values. 

The problem with democracy at the University is that the 
peop le who make the decisionson the University council have 
access to information and have completed their research in 


advance of students. All we can do is postpone a decision to 
be taken for a later date. This allows fuller debate and 
discussion of issues. 

THE SHADOW- What about the problems of Racial discrimi¬ 
nation in the Dental faculty? 

PAT- TheCommisson for Racial Equality has been brought in 
to investigate this matter. You cannot get a stronger inves¬ 
tigative Legal process than that. This came about due to the 
pressure of students from below. The University obviously 
wanted an internal inquiry. They were scared that allega¬ 
tions of Racism would soil their territory. It is understand¬ 
able that the University should be concerned about the 
damage to their image. But the best form of investigation is 
by the C.R.E. Since students have raised pressure and 
articulated their grievances the atmosphere in the Dental 
faculty has improved tremendously. 

THE SHADOW- What about the issues of freedom of speech 
and discussion in the University. I’m referring to a situation 
where Social Sciences students are penalised by their 
Tutorsfor handing in assignments that areconsidered incor¬ 
rect answers (i.e. Essays that politically deviate and offend 
the tutor). 

PAT- That is a problem. I’m not sure how it could be 
approached. Perhaps it could be over-come if students 
became aware of the principles of Scholarship and the codes 
of objectivity. That is,an assignment should be well argued 
and well thought out. Once students become aware that at the 
core there exists an academic Asymmetry between Lectur¬ 
ers and students then students won’t challenge lecturers. 
Some Lecturers admit to getting ideas and contributions to 
researchfrom their students. Itsagrey area though. Itmight 
be sorted out if students were trained in regular thinking 
from an early age. By regular thinking I mean argument based 
on a clear Logical Intellect. For example,what I'm involved 
in is a project called ‘ Philosophy for Children ’. We should 
bring Philosophy back into Education. This was once a com¬ 
mon property of the Scottish Education system. I’m for a 
more genuine community of Scholars,as opposed to an Edu¬ 
cation control led by a hierarchy of academ ics. This appeal to 
Reason and Objective scholarship must carry the day. Sci¬ 
ence and Objectivity are reasonable measurements. 

THE SHADOW- Why didn't most of the students at Glasgow 
University affiliate to the National Union of Students? Is this 
an indication of their Conservatism? 

PAT- I think the reasons why they didn’t affiliate were the 
divisions amongst the students. One Union is sown in Tradi- 
tion and the other appears new and artifical. Any consensus 
cannot be reached because of these divisions. 

Another reason is the financial benefits which allows the 
Unions to provide ‘juicy entertainment’. Its up to the Stu¬ 
dent 's Representative com m ittees to convince the students 
they are prepared to defend their interests. They must give 
them areassuringbenefittheUniversity are not going to lose 
things like creches. The minority against affiliating to the 
N.U.S. is growing smaller every year. 

The N.U.S. appears to be winn ingtheargument. With constant 
campaigning the University students will eventuall become 
affiliated to the N.U.S. 
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THE 

AUTHORITARIAN 

INTELLECT 

GLASGOW UNIVERSITY 


‘I’ve always wondered whether my 
failure might have had something to do 
with our Final year dinner when sitting 
with the Professors at the top of the 
table, as an after-dinner speaker I 
drank too m uch Whisky, Claret and Port 
and expressed far too candidly what I 
felt about afew things in Medicine’ 

R.D LAING ,1985. R.D. Laing's 
reflections on why he may have failed 
his Medical exams the 
first-time at Glasgow University. 

If they want a Karl Marx answer, give 
them a Karl Marx answer, if they want 
a Ronald Reagan answer, give them a 
Ronald Reagan answer. 

Anoymous Student’s advice on how not 

to offend Social Science Tutors. 

Rather than a Democratic Intellect in 
Glasgow University, you have an Au¬ 
thoritarian Intellect. 

This is because Glasgow University 
represents a system of power/knowl¬ 
edge relations which has 
disqualified,denied and marginalised 
local forms of knowledge in favour of 
Global and 

total theories of Scientism (i.e. Sci¬ 
ence is held to be the highest form of 
knowledge.) In this regard, its a com¬ 
plete myth to suggest Glasgow Univer¬ 
sity produces Scientific,neutral .value 
free and hence superior knowledge For 
the knowledge which Glasgow Univer¬ 
sity produces is used as an intellectual 
resource in the power struggle between 
Capital and Labour. It is clearly a form 
of intellectual capital used to justify 
the hegemony and dominance of the 
British Ruling Class. As Foucault de¬ 
clares ‘Power and knowledge are not 
opposed to each other but are instead 
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invested in each other to gain more 
acceptability’. Glasgow University 
remains a Laboratory for Counter-in¬ 
surgency techniques. For instance, 
Psychologiststrain police-men tointer- 
rogate suspects and political Lecturers 

advice the Tory Government over Mili¬ 
tary tactics during the Falklands War 
Glasgow University does not mask and 
conceal the reality of the power of 
capital but represents its naked form of 

power. 

Glasgow University reflects a system 
of Universal intellectuals. According to 
Gramsci and Foucault,the role of the 
Universal intellectual was to uphold 
Reason, to be a master of truth and 
Justice and to represent the Universal 
conscience of people. Foucault claimed 
this elitist and benevolent concept of 
the intellectual role was questionable. 
For a start, it assumes there exists an 
academic asymmetry between Lectu¬ 
rers and students. However, in many 
cases, students have more knowledge 


than lecturers. For example, many stu 
dents are experts in local affairs with 
a more direct and localised relatior 
with knowledge. Unfortunately, sue! 
local forms of knowledge held anc 
expressed by people have been blocked, 
prohibited and disqualified by a system 
of Power of which intellectuals are the 
principle agents. Lecturers have t 
vested interest in preserving this 
system as it guarantees their power, 
privileges and prestige. That Glasgow 
University marginalises and excludes 
loca 1 for m s of k n ow 1 edge i s even adm i t - 
ted by University Researcher Sean 
Darner. He stated ‘It is a fact that 
Sociology students at the University of 
Glasgow can find a more extensive 1 it— 
eratureon slum dwellersof San Juan or 
Har lem than they can of their own City. 
An Ethnography of Glasgow working- 
class life is conspicious by itsabsense’ 
In addition he found ‘The fact is little 
is said about the historical role which 
women played in producing and repro- 






ducing the culture of tenements’ and ‘ 
the unsung heroines of the making of the 
Glasgow working-class deserve their 
own historian’. They won’t find this 
historian in Glasgow University. 

More information can be learned about 
the culture of Scottish football from 
local fanzines than any social sciences 
department at a University. 

So much for the Democratic Intel¬ 
lect! As Pat Kane acknowledges, there 
exists a profound deficit in the demo¬ 
cratic control of the University. Those 
who make the major decisions concern¬ 
ing the running of the University are 
predominantly unaccountable and 
unelected. The University reflects the 
Military-Industrial complex. In fact, 
Barr and Stroud, a major Defence 
company, was founded in 1888 by 2 
professors from Glasgow University. 
As Sir William Kerr boasts, ‘Through¬ 
out the last 100 years Barr and Stroud 
and this Univer sity has maintainedclose 
links feeding off each others expertise 
and experience’. Because the Univer¬ 
sity is embedded in a Military-Indus¬ 
trial complex it's very nature is se¬ 
cretive, classified and unaccountable. 


Hence the secrecy surrounding exami¬ 
nation marks. Lecturers don’t even 
reveal them. Candidates have little 
knowledge of how their papers are 
marked. 

The University also contributes to 
the reproduction of the capitalist sys¬ 
tem. As American academic Edward 
Countryman states ‘ Defining students 
by the grading of their degree helps fix 
their position in the capitalist system’. 
The grading of results replicates the 
problemsofcapitalism. Heclaims'step 
by step it assigns people to classes 
from which most will never escape 
reinforcing the larger class system ’. 
The assumption that a well-argued and 
thought out essay carries good marks is 
largely a myth. Any original piece of 
work might conflictwith the prevailing 
'Regime of Truth’ and runs the risk of 
being penalised with the loss of marks. 
Social Science students are too scared 
to hand in assignments that politically 
deviateandoffend their tutors. Appeals 
to ‘Science’ and ‘Objectivity’ are in 
vain. The most fundamental considera¬ 
tion is the exercise of political power. 
As Foucault states, Power and Knowl- 
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edge are inseparable. 

How do the Universal Intellectuals 
preserve their power? They discrimi¬ 
nate against local people at all levels. 
As the Principal Sir William Kerr states 
succinctly ‘For those who are qualified 
and want to come to the University we 
have room for only a fraction’, and 
privilege is the right word. 

Glasgow University remains almost a 
NO-GO area for poor foreigners, the 
disabled and the working-class. The 
University hasn’t even embarked on a 
dynamic Mature students programme. 
For if the University was open to all 
working-class people the hegemony of 
Universal Intellectuals wouldbethreat¬ 
ened. 

Pat Kane’s Philosophy is summed up by 
the Enlightenment Dictum ‘the truth 
will make you free’. 

Perhaps! But if the University is the 
main agent of truth then it may enslave 
people. Knowledge may simply be a 
resource to justify .sustain and legiti¬ 
mise oppression. New for ms of tyranny 
are then sown. 

ELIZABETH MCDONALD 
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jim mcgivern 


11 has come to our attention that the two brothers, Lachie and 
Angus MacSnort havedeclaredf U.D.I.. This unilateral decla¬ 
ration of Independence has shaken the civilised world and 
parts of Parkhead Cross - Lachie - who hasn’t spoken for 
near ly twoyears.saidthatthedeclaration hadbeen simmer¬ 
ing for over a month, ever since he, Lachie, had caught hie toe 
in a gin trap marked “ made in England”. The brohters live at 
either end of a ‘black ’ house which is balanced precariously 
on the 5,000 ft mark of Ben Tumshey. 

The U.D.I. move was reported to the Labour Party 
couyncillorsfrom nearby Loch MacFreeby, the councillors, 
who were boarding a plane at Lumpsnitch Airport, bound for’ 
San Diego, where they were going to attend a Seminar in 
Nuclear grass growing. The leader of the group, Honest John 
Megasnort said that he was shocked by this disclosure. He 
added that he would advise 47 of his councillors to abandon 
the trip and return to base where they would do a feasabilty 
study in levelling Ben Tumshey to bring it intop line with 
E.E.C. regulations. The other 63 councillors would continue 
their trip to San Diego. When asked how the split would be 
arranged he said "that those comrades who had brought sun 
tan “oil” and “Neighbours” type shorts would carry on to 
theU.S.A. while al 1 others wearing tweedjacketsandwellies 
would remain." When asked if he was opposed to U.D.I. he 
answed, “ Not as such, but he was an internationalist I am 
bound to ask, will it help the rates. We are, for exemple 
currently engaged in the refurbishment of all coat pail’s 
within our area and feel that this Seminar on Nuclear grass 
growing will lend itself to chosing pail handles. We are not 
prepared to let a duo upset the apple cart nor to work to the 
detrement ofthe pensioners, such purists and vegetarians 
who uphold the very best ideals of Socialism. I am, a man of 
few words, all of which are honest, and so I must be honest 
and say that I see it al 1 as a p lot engender ed by M. 1.6 and those 
ratbags at Tory Headquaters. ” This statement was met by 
cheering from an assembled throng of itinerant drunks who 
were being ejected from theV.I.P. lounge at the airport 

Mr Utrillo Van Snitch-Smyth, M.B.E. leader of the 
Conservative Party within the catchment area covering Ben 
Tumshey, inter upted an insider phone call from his broker to 
speak toour reporter (FreckkesPhrumph)onthesignificance 



of the U.D.I. declaration. 

“We clean cut chaps” said ^or Sritch-Smyth, 
“see this declation as falling in line with our free market 
polices. Our system isworkingandthe I0£+ inflation will be 
reduced in the next ten years or so. Unemployment as you 
know, has nose dived and the brothers MacSnort are both 
gainfully employed and are in a unique position in living at the 
5,000 ft markon Ben Tumshey tooversee the Euphoria which 
is sweeping the country. There will be no ground nut fiasco 
with this Government. Our Victorian values will ensure the 
defeat of Saddam, and defeat it will be." 

"My dear lady wife, who is presently in Geneva, 
transferring some capital, has sent me a postcard to the 
effect that she has supremeconfidencein Britain. Nneedl say 
more?" 

"Our Golf Club has just recently admitted a brickie as 
a member - so don’t talk to me about racism. To reinforce 
this magnaminity, our Captain, General Vulgan O'Goth M.C. 
has drawn up a rota of members giving clear guidelines on 
whom could speak to the brickie and when. There has been 
very little opposition to this plan - especially among mem¬ 
bers who wish to employ the brickie to build patios for them. 

Our leader, the beautiful and talented Mrs Thatcher, 
has been in contact with Sir W inston, th rough the good offices 
of a medium and Winnie has assured her that if he were still 
alive he would be honoured to serve in her cabinet. Margaret, 
is currently making plans to sack the cabinet and to make 
room for Winnie. Our Scottish leaders interrupted their 
important work (throwing darts at a photograph of Michael 
Forsyth) toconsider theimportanceof this U.D.I. position and 
all areed that if it was good enough for Ian Smith and Rhodesia 
(our kith and kin) then it was good enough for Ben Tumshey, 
whoever that may be. All our party stalwards believe in 
freedom and democray and say, without equivocation, that 
Thatcherism works. Mr Baker is so convinced this is so, that 
he has at great personal expence, donated a jar of his gooey 
hair cream to be auctioned for funds to support our brave, 
patriotic lads currently in the Gulf. The Gulf, incidently, has 
demonstrated most forcibly that our policies of ‘armed 
readiness, do work. The billions of pounds spent by the tax 
payers has been well spent and our policies of preparedness 
exemplified by the fact that we were in a position to 
cannabalise the army on the Rhine to provide an armoured 
Brigade for the Gulf. I will admit that we had a slight hiccup 
with shipping, but we have asked our new democratic allies 
the Soviet Union if they would be prepared to tender for 
transport ships to take our troops to the Gulf. Mr Gorbachev 
who is a friend of Mrs. T’s gave us a heartfelt comraderly 
raspberry, so as you can see all is well. The salient feature 
of the I990’s must surely be Mister Thingummy Majors 
decision to help Europe by putting the good old pound sterling 
into the Krauts monetary system. The whole of europe will 
sleep better now. Our glorious leader has won plaudits in 
Czeckoslovakia by proving that she will not desert them 
unlike those other cowards in 1938-39 who did not believe 
in armaments - Good old Winnie was all for re-arming not like 
those rotters who were in Goverment at the time. What do 
you mean it was a Tory Goverment that was in power? Oh no 
your wrong there, it was those bloody Socialists pretending 
to be Tories, No I'm sorry, the interviews at an end, I refuse 
in principal to speak toanyonewhoisacquaintedwith history 
- so if you ’ll excuse me I’ll get on with my phone call - you 
can sod off back to your Trotsky Mates - Okay." 

In the meantime the Liberals interrupted their 
preparations for the F uture Government to speak to Freckles 
Phrumph. The local Liberal leader who asked to remain 
anonymous in case someone inadvertently voted for him, 








issued the following statement. 

“The first past the post polices of the upholders of 
the two party system have demonstated, most clearly the 
weaknessesof their arguments. Their blind acceptance of the 
MacSnort brothers U.D.I. motion shows the emptiness of this 
policy. If P.R. or single transferrable vote system had been 
in vogue then neither brother could have claimed victory. In 
fact the P.R. system would have permitted Ben Tumshey to 
come out as clear winner. Hasanyonespokentothe mountain? 
AsaLiberal I must stress my belief in democracy through the 
use of the balance of power system. We Liberals believe, 
whole heartedly in advancing our policies and doing so by 
supportingany party who opposes them in forming aGovern- 
ment." 

A spokesman for the Ben Tumshey Courier (a 
newspaper with a mass circulation of 6) has said that he "is 
eagarly awaiting a Fax from Reuter which will underline his 
theory that the MacSnort brothers don it know what U.D.I. 
means." He contends, and, has graphs to prove it, that "the 
brother s are motivated by greed and insular ity. There major 
desire being an advancement in their export drive (centred 
or the increased production of Sheperds crooks) it would 
appear that they havegone into technology and bought a kettle 
•.hat produces steam for str iaghtening the wood of the crooks 
ard a chain saw for carving the sheephorn handles." Angus 
MacSnort spokesman for himself, has estimated a 1008 
increase in production which, in real terms, means 4 crooks 
per annum for the export market. “ I.C.I. may be marginally 
bigger than we are” said the kilt clad Angus, “But can they 
match our 1008 increase in production level? I think not we 
have also discovered peat on our land and are currently 
negoitiating with O.P.E.C. in setting a world price per wheel¬ 
barrow full, weseethefirgureof $40asbeingfesible. There 
will be a need for us to join the U.N. and the E.E.C. but since 
our solvency situation (through our balance of trade surplus) 
is better than the U.K. as a whole, weenvisage no difficulties. 

I n fact we have it on good author ity, namely Chancel lor Khols ’ 
char lady .that certain European countrues are running scared 
of our success. Our unique position - 5,000 ft up Ben T umshey 
means that we are above party politics and in creating a free 
demoncratic republic, we will bestikinga blow for all those 
neglected riveterd and boilermakers currently working on 
restart projects. Although we in Ben Tumshey have no 
immediate plans for starting a shipyard we have made 
definate moves in the direction of increased milk yields and 
are currently holding secret talks with our local Co-op dairy 
on splitting costs on a milk float and 3 milk boys, while our 
cousin Hamish, twice removed, who lives in the Catskills 
Mountains is negotiating with his fellow Hill Billies for an 
export order which could well run into double figures. So the 
American markaet could be ours.” 

Lachie MacSnort who was busily engaged in 
changing his bandage on his gin trapped toe, muttered a few 
expletives andasummory threats against his brother Angus. 
Twosheepwhoweregazingpensivelyoutofthehousessingle 
window seem to envoke hositlity in Lachie’s breast, for he 
rushed over to them and swung a kick at them. Unfortunately, 
he kicked them with his Injured foot and the result was his 
subsidence, in considerable pain, to the earthern floor. The 
two sheep gave b leets of laughter as they scar per ed from the 
house - Angus made great play of not noticing the incident 
although his lips did twitch slightly. 

On the question of U.D.I. both brothers admitted 
scant knowledge of it’s actual meaning but felt that if other 
polices were against it then it must be OKAY. 

The setting up of Embassies in friendly countries, 
the building of an international airport (complete with duty 
free shop) and motorways were were problems that they 
were sure could be resolved. “After all” said Angus, “Banff 
wasn ,t built in a day - yet it exists. ” At this point there was 
the rattle of small stones against the houses window. This 
was followed by the sound of someone challenging either or 
both of the brothers for a ‘square go’. 

“That’ll be them S.N.P.ers” said Lachie. 'They’ve 
been challenging for the last three days. They reckon that we 
have queered their pitch by actually taking Ben Tumshey into 
Europe without giving a toss for Westminster rule." 



Labour offers Tories suntan 
oil to cover redneck ^ 

MANIFESTO 


We will also stay in Europe but with certain provisos. 

1) We are in charge - I think this is only right because of our 
glorious victory at Bannockburn. 

2) That European countries havea major ity of politicans who 
come from areas 5000 ft above sea level. 

3) That there are fortnightly get togethers of all elected 
members for a bit of scoff and bevvy. 

4) Our goods, e.g. shepherscrooks, mutton, peat and wool are 
given free access to all major countries. 

5) That the EEC Monetary Fund payments be made to individu¬ 
als in the form of giro cheques - Preferably every second 
Wednesday. We feel very strongly about this because all 
monies so accrued by the British Government seem to have 
been spent on fripperies. It is up to the individuals ( namely 
my brother and I) todecide how the money may be best spent, 
our 1st priority would be to clear off the bar bill at the 
Yodeller’s avalanche hotel in Glen Largerbee. 

In return we at Ben Tumshey are prepared to create a 
national park, a concert hall and also to divulge the secret 
sites of the best salmon pools in the Laird’s estate. We will 
also supply nets, torches, butane gas and gaffs for night 
excursions to these pools. It is also our intention to offer 
citizenship of our Democratic mountain to Constable Skull- 
bash - thus ensuring that he spends his night at home instead 
of prowlingaround in the dark trying to catch innocent people 
whoare only out for a wee bit of salmon for their breakfasts. 
Another priority will be the banning of low flying aircraft 
from our air-space. Wefeel wearehonour boundtostop them 
scaring the crap out of our sheep and big Nelly, our cow. 

Our countr y will be a tax haven and may be used as a flag of 
convenience country by the patriotic British shipowners. 
Economically our bawbees will be tied into the ERM and we 
think that this will stabilise the Exchange-rate, this in turn 
will put paid to that thieving swine Dugal Og down at the 
village chip and curried pudding shoppe. We are prepared to 
support UN sanctions against Iraq and also prepared to send 
a token military force ( in the shape of my brother ). Unfortu 
nately, we have, at present, no tanks or planes but my 
brother will take his mouth-organ and is prepared to enter¬ 
tain the troops of all nations. He sees himself as being well 
suited to be in charge of the American stores with the proviso 
that he has use of a Galaxy transport plane. 
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how much? the car! 

frew 


The automoble, since it’s first incep¬ 
tion, has had one of the greatest im¬ 
pacts on society and the environment. 
Present day consumer society is be¬ 
coming increasingly centred on the car. 
Witness out of town shopping precients 
as well as ‘in town’ shopping such as 
The Forge and the St Enoch Centre. 
Increasingly the environment has been 
modifiedtoaccomondatethe ‘automoble 
cultures’needs. Thisattimeshas meant 
the destruction and upheaval of large 
sections of Glasgows’ communities, 
eroding the very fabric of the city 
itself. This is a trend which is set to 
increase to previously unimaginable 
proportions. 

According to the Strathclyde 
Structure Plan, Monitoring Report, 
1987, there will be “ a growth of 
between 30-40* in car ownership in 
the next decade, leading to a growth of 
between 35- 75 & over the next two and 
a half decades.” “ Translating these 
figures into traffic network would 
suggest that the network will witness 
between 16-36* more traffic in the 
nextenyearsor between 31 -67* more 
traffic by 2012. The report goes on 
further to state, “ within the conurba¬ 
tion in particular, there is considerable 
doubt that the planned network will be 
capable of accommondating such lev¬ 
els.” This according to the report is 
futher exascerbated by “ the intensi¬ 
fied restrain being imposed by Central 
Government upon available capital re- 


soures. ’’ 

But is the Region address¬ 
ing the problem correctly? They them - 
selves are encouraging traffic to flow 
into Glasgow. There’s theA70 upgrad¬ 
ing, the Townhead there’s a bit of land 
let’s build a road on it and the various 
schemes centred around the Kingston 
Bridge and the Glasgow Green. All are 
schemes to cut travelling time and 
conjestion for the car user. Such plans 
may indeed be of benefit in the short 
term but by there very nature are self 
defeating, by merely encouraging more 
cars onto the roads, leading to increas¬ 
ing conjestion and calls for more roads 
- ad infinitum. Will Glasgow eventually 
end up with an orbital system whose 
only comparaison would be the Rings of 
Saturn, the smokey City Centre glow¬ 
ing and pulsating with a black hole ca¬ 
pacity toabsorb traffic? I n London there 
have been similar problems with the 
M25. No sooner isitbuiltthan thereare 
cries that the road is overcrowded and 
there are demands for even more, big¬ 
ger and better ringroad systems. Such 
roads have further problems in that 
they increase the pressure for devel¬ 
opment within their vicinity, usually on 
previously greenfield sites 

In Scotland on Sunday it was 
revealed that in Glasgows City Centre 
S02 densities were 60* higher than 
E.E.C. guidelines suggest. There is now 
somekindof investigation being carried 
out by Glasgow District Council. They 


may find that they have a impossible 
situation ahead of them in trying to 
reverse the problem. Especially when 
considering that the S.R.C. is positvely 
encouragingcarsintothecity centre br 
their proposition for new and upgraded 
roads into the centre and demanding 
that ‘2,900 off street park ing places be 
constructed, in and around the city 
centre’ (policy trans 5). To further 
exascerbate the problem S.R.C. along 
with British Rail are now cutting many 
surburban rail links down to a single 
track system. This means that the car 
isgoingtobe increasingly used to ferry 
people in and out of thecity centre. Also 
the option to expand the rail network in 
the furture will have an added hurdle in 
the investment that would be required 
to reconstitute what wasalready avail¬ 
able and further there are accidents 
that such a system causes. Witness the 
Milngavie and Duke St accident that 
occured on a single track system. Pos- 
itve ideas in transportation modes are 
needed now if the future is to secured 
environmentallyandsocially. Resources 
now and in the future should be concen¬ 
trated on an effective and efficient 
transportation system, that would 
encourage people to use the system 
through the stimulus of both convi- 
enience and cost. This would of course 
require heavy financial investment as 
well asastrongpolitical will if they are 
to be achieved. What has to be remem¬ 
bered it is the public who vote the ad¬ 
ministrators into power and there is an 
awful lot of money available for build¬ 
ing new roads. Why should a large pro¬ 
portion of this money and energy not be 
used increase public transportation and 
secure thefuture? This isexectly what 
is happening in Holland at the moment. 
They have realised that they can not 
constuct the road networks that are 
required to cope with the projected 
traffic. Instead they have allocated a 
large proportion of their road budget 
towards developing and subsidising the 
public transport system 

A much cheaper idea and easily 
enforced would be to make the City 
Centre car free. Facilities could be set 
up to ferry the public in, out and around 
the Centre. Use must be made of elec¬ 
tric powered transport with systems 
such as trolley buses and trams. This 
would also go a very long way to clear¬ 
ing up the cities air especially in the 










centre itself. There is not much point in 
stonecleaningall the buildings just togo 
and have to do it again in twenty years. 
Maybe businesses could be made aware 
of the advantage of a claen and attrac¬ 
tive city and asked to contribute to the 
electrification of city centre trans¬ 
port. It may work out cheaper in the 
long run and keep the city centre in the 
middle of the buiness and retail trade. 

Such proposals to ban cars form 
the centre may cause an inital over¬ 
loading within thetranportsysyem but 
surely the knowledge of increased 
revenue may stimulate the appropriate 
companies and agencies to invest be¬ 
fore hand. Through use the prices in the 
"arsport system are bound to come 
down, if only through the economy of 
scale. Futher the increased use would 
roost revenue and stimulate futher 
•'vestment. 

The present gulf crisis illus- 
:'ates just how vulnerable the energy 
required to power societies fixative 
affair with the motorcar is. Oil supplies 
in any case are not going to last for 
ever, no matter how forcful and intim i- 
dating the large econom ic powers sabre 
rattling may become. 

The practical and sustainable 


way forward is to invest now, not only 
in alternative energy sources and sup¬ 
plies but to recognise that modes of 
tranportation are going to and will 
change, with motorised transport at 
some point in the not to distant future 
destintedfor thescrapheap. It is point¬ 
less togo on continually catering for the 
motorcar when it destiny is certain. 
Any changes will take time, which is 
running out, a way forward using posi¬ 
tive and creative action is needed now, 


if Glasgow is not to be fur ther carved up 
and it’s very social and environmental 
fabric is not to be ripped up and de¬ 
stroyed to make way for motorised 
transport. 

This is not a plea for a return 
to some distant murky past, it is a plea 
to recognise the future and confrount it 
directly. 


UIST/CAMPUS / EUROTRAIN 


Whether travelling from Glasgow to 
Glenfinnan or Glasgow to Geneva this 
winter the age old adage of ‘book 
early’ still holds true. It has par¬ 
ticular relevance for students who 
are hoping to take advantage of cheap 
air fares. There are only a limited 
number of student allocated seats on 
each flight and the cheapest and most 
popular book early. The advice is to 
book your ticket as far as possible in 
advance, particularly, if you are an 
overseas student wishing to be home 
for Christmas. 

For those not taking to the skies 
purchase of a Young Persons 
RailcardC £1 6) or a National Ex¬ 
press Coach Card (£5) can start 
saving a third off immediately. If the 


aim is to travel much further and 
perhaps spend New Years Eve in 
Wenceslas Square then Eurotrain can 
offer discount rail journeys for the 
under 26’s to over 2,000 destina¬ 
tions. To celebrate the changes in the 
East, Eurotrain have this year in¬ 
troduced an ‘Eastern European Ex¬ 
plorer ’- giving you freedom to ex¬ 
perience the long hidden Europe for 
two whole monthsfor only £1 72.50. 
The most invaluable key to a wide 
range of student discounts is the 
International Student Identity Card. 
It costs only £5, gives you great 
discounts on a variety of products 
from HMV to Pizza Hut and if you 
wish to travel further afield the I SIC 
can offer a 40% reduction on all 


scheduled air tickets. In addition, 
this year you can also flights to New 
York and Los Angeles in an easy to 
enter Free Prize Draw. 

To ensure that you take advantage of 
cheap deals designed for students 
and young people your first step 
should be to visit your local Campus 
Travel Shop at the University of 
StrathclydeStudent’sAssociation,90 
John Street, Glasgow Tel: 041 552 
2867. THE friendly staff at Campus 
travel are not only well travelled 
themselves, but are well versed in 
advising students on their travel 
requirements. 
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KELMAN 

FROM DISAFFECTION 
TO DISSIDENT 


The Shadow sp ok e to writer James Kelman, author 
of ‘A Chancer 1 985 and “A Disaffection ', 1989. 
Kelman’s literary style and his prominent in¬ 
volvement in Worker's City has attracted con tro¬ 
ver sy.Whenwearrived at Kelman’sflatwewere 
greeted with warm hospitality. When we entered 
Kelman’s study we were confronted with books, 
b oo ksandmorebooks.Wewereensnaredina dense 
forest of literature. On the floor, copies of Art¬ 
work and the Keelie were scattered about. His 
vast library could either be viewed as a student’s 
dream or knightmare. We noticed no pictures or 
posters adorned the walls. Perhaps he views them 
as a distraction to his work. Who knows! After 
shifting and rearranging the furniture to provide 
space for the interview Kelman apologised for the 
'mess’. Throughout the interview Kelman ex¬ 
pressed his views in a frank,funny and down to 
Earth way. He refused to pose for photographs and 
just let the photographer take spontaneous shots. 
Despite chain-smoking throughout the interview 
(Arealsmokerthisman. Filter less cigarettes and 
a bronze Zippo), Kelman conveyed the impression 
of being totally at ease with the World. Some 
criticisms directed against him were merely 
regarded as an irrelevance. Kelman also claimed 
his house had been recently broken into. Nothing 
was stolen ! In thesameweek thiseventoccurred, 
3 other member s of Worker’s City had their places 
invaded. It not only sounded strange but sinister. 
Were the Special Branch attempting to intimidate 
Worker’s City? 

The Shadow- According to the Glaswegian, an ex-aca¬ 
demic, David Daiches claimed in a recent lecture 
that your book ‘A Disaffection’, portrays a one-sided, dark 
and pessimistic picture of Glasgow. For instance, in negand 
to ‘A Disaffection’, he states ‘The rendering of Glasgow 
wonking-class speech is done with obscenity’. Do you think 
this criticism is justified? 

Kelman- laughs , I don’t really bother about this sort of 
criticism. I don’t really pay any attention. Its an opinion. 
Thats fair enough! I don’t have any feelings at what he has 
said, fontunately. laughs 

There are other criticisms that have been levelled at me. 
These are more important than his. I don’t agree about his 
feelings on this at all. Laughs. I cannot remember what the 
quote was ! 

The Shadow - I quote, ‘The rendering of Glasgow working- 
class speech is done with obscenity’ Its a pretty bad criti¬ 
cism. 


Kelman-Ifthatwasacritical pointitsjunk! Itshowsalack 
of understanding of how language operates. 

Is he a professor of literature? 

The Shadow- TheGlaswegianclaimshe’sanex-academic! 
Kelman- I wasphonedup by the newspapers some time ago 
concerning this point. I suppose the serious point is if he 
regards himself as being involved in the field of literature 
it exemplifies the lack of understanding of how literature 
operates and his lack of understanding of how language 
operates. 

The Shadow- We heard your book was shortlisted for the 
Booker prize but you never attended any 
award ceremonies. Why didn't you attend any? We got the 
impression you wanted nothing to do with it! 

Kelman- For one thing, I was busy at the time. I had 
something to do in Glasgow the following day. I had other 
things on the same day. So it was difficult. I don’t think its 
an important thing to get involved in. Its important for the 
publishers but not to myself. 

I’ve certain political views on the thing. You know, when¬ 
ever the prizes are dished out they rely on private sector 
money or International corporations it appears to be suspi¬ 
cious. Well, not so much suspicious as not important. 

The Shadow- Doyou think itsonly important tocommer- 
cial interests i.e. the bottom-line is booksales ? 

Kelmam- Yes, because it is being run by the publishing 
Industry writers should not regard it as important. 

The Shadow - How do you respond to the criticism that 
your characters are passive and that this impression adds 
strength to theconviction that you can not change the system. 
For example, why doesn’t the schoolteacher in ‘A Disaffec¬ 
tion’ emigrate or attempt to change society? Perhaps its an 
unfair criticism. 

Kelman- No, its a criticism that is often made. That 
criticism is a literary criticism. There are 2 types of criti¬ 
cism you can make. One is a literary criticism or you can 
make a political criticism of the character. In that sense i 
would agree with you about the character. I mean, you can 
say to him ‘Why don’t you go out and do something’. Thats 
fair enough. But it would be an error to confuse my views 
with that of the character. 

The Shadow- But your books appear to be written in such 
away they subvert the English language. For instance, its 
difficult to tell whether a character is speaking or thinking. 
You sometimes don’t use Capital letters at the start of 
sentences and miss out inverted commas. Is this a literary 
technique used to express a political view concerning the 
imperialism of the English language? Do you regard the 
English language as imperialist. 

.Kelman- Idousethisasadevicetoexposeandundermine 
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the Elitism of the English language. In most literature the 
Narrative or story dom inates and constrains the language of 
the characters. In mystoriesthecharactersaregiven more 
scope or voice and therefore subvert the narrative. Since 
most of the narrative is expressed in standard English the 
test way to subvert it is to let the character express his 
voice in such away he breaks the rules of the English 
language. By removing inverted commas around speech, the 
voiceof the narrator become submerged with the voiceof the 
character. 

So the voice of the author is not so authoritarian. So yes, 
thissubvertsa language which is imperialist and treatsother 
dialects as inferior. 

The Shadow- How would you respond to the idea that 
Chomsky, like Habermas, is one of the last of the Modern¬ 
ists? That Enlightenment ideas are out of date. That the En¬ 
lightenment was responsible for the growth of Fascism and 
Stalinism. Haven’t Enlightenment ideas exhausted them¬ 
selves in such away that even communism is dead? 
Kelman- I do not think that centralism or democratic cen¬ 
tralism or anything that becomes like Stalinism or totali¬ 
tarianism represents the Enlightenment. I think these are 
ideas that have come out as a reaction against Enlightenment 
ideas. Certainly, in terms of philosophy like the way the En¬ 
lightenment ideas have branched out like the John Stuart Mill 
line and Anglo-american philosophy of Russell and all these 
people. That to me leads to Totalitarianism. It leads to an 
absolutely non-genuine democracy. Its not really democracy 
at all because it believes you can make decisions for other 
people. In fact, its the the opposite of Enlightenment ideas. 
Enlightenment idea’s are based on the right to self-determi¬ 
nation. Thats central to it. 

The Shadow - Doyou believe that those who have power or 
would have power think that peopleare toostupid to think for 
themselves? 

Kelman- Thats what the orthodox Left thinks as well as the 
Right. Thats why they are very similar. Thats why I’m 
saying there are often views more subversive than that. It 
means the need to make decisions for yourself and the right 
to determine your own existance. They don’t take this line. 
Whether itsLeftor Right.TheLeftatbestsays“letsgodown 
and teach these people how to make a Revolution.” Thats 
disgraceful, you know. And thats the whole problem of that 
Vanguard idea, that basic socialist-communist line,thats 
where its gone wrong. Thats why its so easy to see how 
problems develop. Its like they are saying‘We know whats 
goodfor you’. Thats why it’s anti-Enlightenment. Chomsky 
quotes Rousseau about so-called uncivilised people. He says 
it doesn’t matter how uneducated or uncivilisedpeopleareon 
the face of what sort of living they wouldget from being part 
of a society they don’t control. They would give up all that 
for freedom or go back to their old way of life just for the 
need to be free. 

To me, that argument you have given me is based on a very 
faulty premise. The Enlightenment idea has been done in by 
Anglo-American philosophy. Done in for in ways which are 
easily manipulated by other interests, whether its capital or 
any other. In a sense that sets up a philosophical perspective 
for the right of nations to walk into other nations, for 
imperialist aggressors to say “we know what is good for 
you’, with missionaries there , factories there and what¬ 
ever . That gives them the r ight. Self-deter m ination doesn’t 
exist. That comes in its Extreme form in psychology with 
B.F. Skinner and all that Right-wing stuff. It really is a total 



aberration from the Enlightenment. Even to describe that as 
Enlightenment is just rotten. Its actuallythe very opposite. 
Its the suppression of Enlightenment views! 

The Shadow- What do you think of Pat Kane’s suggestion 
that the teaching of Scottish philosophy should be brought 
back into schools and reestablished within the Scottish 
Education system as a whole? 

Kelman-Yes, alot of people on the Left th ink its a step back 
. I think the Left point of view is well intentioned. But I don’t 
think they have quite grasped the arguments that are part of 
the Scottish philosophical tradition. They don’t understand 
how important it is. Or its not so much how important it is but 
the essential aspect that makes it quite radical and 
subversive.They still see it as a recipe for hierarchy. 
However, its the very opposite. So people have been arguing 
that long before Pat Kane but he’s quite right to argue for it. 
This has been a debate within Scottish Education from be¬ 
tween 1820 to 1930. The debate happened 3 times- in 1820, 
1850 and 1880. Each time there was a fight for Scottish 
Education, a real fight to stave off the English influence. 
TheEnglishstartedtocomeinin 1700,sothefightwasgoing 
on even then, you know! They were trying to revolutionise 
the Scottish University system and the Education system as 
a whole. And they were fighting a rearguard action up here. 
You see throughout the 18th and 19th Century and even this 
Century a fight to get rid of the Scottish view. And the 
Scottish view is not an airy-fairy abstract notion. Actually 
it’s quite concrete what they are trying to get rid of. They 
are tryingto introduce ‘ specialization. Thats what they have 
been trying to introduce for about 200 years and get rid of 
a general Education. I nstead they want to educate people into 
pigeon-holes. If somebodies good at that thing, he must be 
good at this thing. So if you want to know something call in 
an expert. Whereas the Scottish Education tradition is op¬ 
posed to that. Its saying ‘that by knowing that, that and that 
you’ll beable to make judgments on that, that and that’. The 
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only way to m ake j udgem ents proper ly in your day to day 1 ife 
is to have a conceptual view of alot of very different things. 

If you are shoved into boxes you lose your ability to make a 
judgement. 

The Shadow - In regard to what has become known as the 
Elspeth King affair, do you think this represents a start to a 
moreconcertedonslaughton the identity and traditionsof the 
Scottish working-class? Its pretty sinister isn’t it ! 
Kelman - Yes, it is really sinister! Alot of politics is 
ecaptualated by her. Being represented by Elspeth is the 
social historical Identity of Glasgow. The social Identity of 
Glasgow is being suppressed, done-in, b ought-off, sold, dis¬ 
persed and everything by carpet- baggers. There agai n its an 
aspect of Modernism rather than Post-Modernism where 
they can come in, abstract everything from the Culture of a 
people and rip it off in a sense. They take all that can be sold 
of it and just do in the rest. They don’t want to know about 
theCalton Weavers or they don’t want to know about ‘this, 
that and the next thing’. They take the best thats there and 
that means what assets they have. For exam pie, the People’s 
Palace isaplacewhere'Wecan take the paintingsout of there 
and sell them ’. Thats what the Labour party are doing now. 
So in that sense, that is suppression. In 40 or 50 years time 
people will be saying ‘What is the Glasgow identity because 
all the remainders of it’s assets and historical heritage will 
have gone, been removed and sold? 

Shadow - Dug-up and removed like the Gorbalscomm unity? 
Kelman- yes! 

Kelman then picked up a copy of the Art magazine 
titled Art-Work, Scotland’s Independent Art and Crafts 
guide. 

Kelman- Believe it or not, this Art magazine has been 
banned and censored by the Glasgow District Council. This 
is the only art magazine that has been consistently banned 
and censored. They wouldn’t even give it out in the libriary. 
Its free, bye the way. People wouldn’t even consider this to 
be in the least bit radical. Its been hit because of Dave 
Kempt’s articles on the Elspeth King affair. The Mitchell 
Libriary had 200 copies and they were going to be incinerated 
or whatever, until a guy from Worker’s City just went in 
and took them out. laughs 

The Shadow- Glasgow culture itself has been suppressed 
by the Authorities. Isn’t the Labour party there to represent 
the people? 

Kelman- Itall comes down to those in control. Its the way 
the Labour party have been operating in Glasgow. In a sense, 
this shows up how weak they are. Pat Lally and these other 
Gangsters can do what they like. It doesn’t matter what the 
Labour party say to them ‘That you do this’. All the Labour 
party can do is to make essentially recommendations. They 
have done things that were not in the manifesto. There was 
to be no selling off of Glasgow Green but they are just 
tampering with it. They just Fuckin sell it! 

The Shadow - TheytakeaThatcheritestandofAuthoritar¬ 
ian centralisation where one person makes the decisions. 

Kel man - Yes, its like back toa situation where 2 or 3 people 
make a decision from a pub. 

The Shadow - People with their own social networks! 
Kelman - Its not even like that. In some cases its worse and 
in others its better. 

The Shadow- Do you think they are like the Roman 
Emperors whowant to leavesomething behind so that people 
will think nicely of them ? 

Kelman - Not really! Thats very personal. There maybe 


some characters. I don’t think there is any general point 
here. 

The Shadow - We are referring to the new Opera house? 
Kelman- I know what you mean but I don’t think its actually 
got to that stage yet. I think they are really involved in 
cynical manipulation, patronage, deals, land deals and all 
that. I think its moredown to Earth and ultimately fradulent. 
The Shadow - Who actually owns Glasgow Green, is it the 
people or can the District council act on behalf of the people 
in such a manner? 

Kelman-Yes, that comes back to this centralised so-called 
socialism where these people are in power and suddenly its 
all up to 2 or 3 guys who are making all the decisions. The 
worst thing of all for them is genuine Democracy. They don’t 
think we have the right to talk about this. They would say 
‘Thatsout of order ’! Even the mam moth decision taken by the 
Glasgow District Council to go ahead with a public meeting to 
decide whether to sell Glasgow Green was taken very 
reluctantly. This was a great decision taken yesterday. It 
wasunheardof. Lally 'screw was defeated on that which was 
incredible. They are actually worried about having a public 
meeting. That means allowing in things like Worker’s City 
which is just a dozen people who meet to go for a pint in the 
Scotia bar. laughs In a sense, what Worker ’sCity represents 
is genuine Democracy because theres no party basis to it. 
Thats why they cannot do this group in. No ones concerned 
with a party or power or anything like that. Its just like ‘this 
isn't right and this needs done’, so we have found ways of 
being critical of things. That allows Worker’s City in. What 
the District Council are saying is ‘that it allows the voice of 
ordinary working people of Glasgow in to give an ordinary 
opinion. They don’t think that ordinary Glasgow people have 
the right to give an opinion. They really don’t think so. And 
they are absolutely contemptous of that. 

We took over their place, the City Chambers almost two 
and a half months ago. This event received almost no public¬ 
ity. It was a historical occasion as 200 people occupied it. 
That picket line had old-age pensioners in it. The Councillors 
treated them with absolute contempt. Just outright laugh¬ 
ter. Its like the way Councillors treated Michael Donnelly. 
These guys started to sing ‘My way’ not behind their backs 
but in front of them just to absolutely provoke or intimidate 
them. But they are totallycynical of the rights of ordinary 
people. Absolutely cynical. 

The Shadow - So how do you see ordinary people over¬ 
coming this? 

Kelman- By doing what we have done. We are picketing at 
12.30 p.m., today at the City chambers. Just by actually 
showing what you can do in the streets is of value as you 
demonstrate that you can change things on the streets. This 
is what we have been showing by our action on the streets. 
Just by showing how we can actually change it and then 
proceeding to change things. 

The Shadow - A negation of the ballot-box? 

Kelman- Thats right. Its just campaigning on the street. 

Which is really what we have been doing. That 

shows its still possible. However we are not organised on a 

party basis. As soon as people begin to 

organise the troops are sent in which is what has been 

happening concerning the anti-poll tax campaign:- 

So on the one hand Worker’s city shows you can mobilise to 

change things which is the opposite of ‘A 

disaffection ’.It shows you can mob il ise on the street. I n this 

sense, its very basic. 
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' mes are changing for the 
better, so quickly I feel the 
: oyals are losing their place 
at the head of our democratic 
system. The Royals should be 
'reed from government inter¬ 
ference and take their proper 
place at the head of our share 
holding democracy. That is why 
i am making an appeal for the 
privatisation of the Royal 
Family. By selling them of to 
the public. What better pos¬ 
sible way to secure democ¬ 
racy? 

This would mean that The 
Royals would not be restricted to 
opening stuffy government build¬ 
ings and the Houses of Parliament. 
TheRoyalscouldoffer their services 
to the highest bidders, just like the 
Windsors did in the past and Wogan 
does now. 

Buckingham Palace could be 
used more efficiently by running it 
as a ‘Meet The Royals Bed and Break¬ 
fast’. The Royals many country 
mansions which are sat in appro¬ 
priately princely proportioned es- 


Thefreedomtocryout inAngstsub¬ 
merged in blando Blando Adverto 
demanders secure in their truth 
creation heavenly bodies perfect 
lives living in myth never in sin 
careful careful no in-out in-out here 
little Alex would be turning in his 
gravel crushing little booties and 
tel 1 the truth without care not caring 
whether they want or not the saniti¬ 
zation of those who tell us the goody 
good bits never to mention the baddy 
saddy real life of young men women 
sent out to war- fear making defla¬ 
tion of terror and defending rightsof 
the highest noble order they nor you 
nor I ever never suspected would 
exist in truth and laughing find they 


tates could be rented out for use as 
pop venues or transformed into Royal 
ThemeParksfeaturing horses, hunt¬ 
ing, shooting and tours of their stately 



ENOUGH TO MAKE A QUEFN 

LAUGH! 

homes where past Royal history could 
be acted out. For example seven 
women could be beheaded daily to 
illustrate past anscestors of the 


never do but carry on yes bloody 
carry on regardless with an under¬ 
lying suspicion that when tomorrow 
dawns everything will be Rosey in 
the Sunday supplement garden of a 
life of getting the car started into the 
Grindy Grind trying not to think for 
the truth iseverywhereandshall not 
be denied in black and whiter than 
white every morning and evening in 
the theatre angry young men rebel¬ 
ling once a night thank you very 
much forgotten in one sip of hot- 
chocolate and one salubrious caress 
and off with the light with no fear 
that little Alex is on the door step. 
Knocky Knock Knock. 

McAnulty 


family. This would lead the people 
closer to our democratic traditions. 

There are further advantages. 
The Royals would be free to compete 
in the market place. If you don’t 
think the performanceof the present 
director (The Queen) or the board 
(The Royals) is what it should be, 
you’d be free to com pete i n the open 
markettoobtaintheshares that would 
be necessary to mount a successful 
take over bid. Nevertheless I am 
convinced that The Royals do the 
hardest job intheworldandnoother 
mortals could survive even their 
present schedualof banquets .buying 
things, shaking hands and talking to 
countless stangers. 

A floatation of The Royals 
wouldmakethem moreefficientOess 
kids) and more responsive to our 
democratic need for dividends, mak¬ 
ing us one big happy family and 
bringing equality closer. 

A futher added attraction is 
that the tax payer would be free of the 
centuries old burden of supporting 
in the grandest of styles, a family of 
state scroungers. 
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Oh Oh Oh what a lovely warning piece of 
skin hanging barbed wire to the White 
HouseWar isdeclaredthatour boys will 
smash the I raq’s and themselves to pu lp 
under tracks of tanks of tears from 
loved one’s left behind the lines of 
reality and fantasy are now one and the 
same thing but boys will be boys sitting 
in the merciless sun thinking 

shame.We didn’t trust our mothers 

who know pain and how to protect what 


is good and beautiful laugning at the 
ideals of egomaniacs screaming look at 
me I’m the best the greatest the most 
pathetic examples of human weakness 
that makes we take in good faith without 
question what our rulers dictate to us in 
our apathy never having the clarity of 
thought or guts to say we do not what to 
die for some free glasses, a Barry 
Manilow cassette and lead free petrol ? 

Mcanulty 


THE CLOCKWORK ALARM 
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IN RECENT YEARS there has been a noticeable and 
growing trend towards ‘Wine Bars’ and ‘Theme Pubs’ in 
the high streets and byways of our towns, attempting to 
lure what (if anything) you have of a grant. This is 
assuming you can negotiate the selection committee at 
the door. 

For those, as yet, not too seduced by the pretensions and facsimile 
of the slick marketing boys, there can be found solace in the quiet 
backwaters and forgotten alleys, where rumour has it, pubs exist that 
actually still sell crisps. Although few have been sighted there have 
been consistent reports from half-crazed, delirious anthropologists 
that such places do indeed exist. But little information could be 
gathered through the pitiful ramblings, ranting, mumbling and 
continual vomiting from these poor wretches. Although Bella was 
seemingly a good tip for the 2.30 at Newcastle. 

That was all, of course, before now. For after seven liver and kidney 
transplants, the removal of a portion of brain, four matrimonial 
breakdowns, fifty three paternity suits and five years imprisonment, 
a gallant, brave and courageous Shad©rengaged on this vital research 
project (XL-52B3), has finally managed to put these few words together, 
providing a glimpse of a hitherto forgotten world and spreading light 
into an area that was once only shadow and darkness. 

During this gruelling research, I was bribed, promised wads of 
money, booze, girls and foreign holidays for a mention in this, to be, my 
highly acclaimed report. These gifts have, as yet, not been forthcoming, 
and Big Tam and Bob are not chuffed at all and I’m extremely pissed 
off, I can tell you. So soon, OK! or else we’re drinking elsewhere. Right! 

PROFESSIONAL DEDICATION 

To kick off rny research it was considered that an around the clock 
detailed study ofTlie Saracens Head, across the road from Barro wland 
was in order. The Sarry Heid is at its most unbelievable late on 
Saturday afternoon, when it is full with some of the most bizarre 
characters you’re every likely to meet anywhere. Not for the squeamish, 
but a must for the curious. You may notice on a visit that very little 
lager or heavy is being consumed. That is because the regular punters 
prefer a concoction called ‘Shammy’. Drinking this delicacy has an 
effect which alas I can’t remember. It is also said that “it takes several 
years to recover from a single drinking session”, but I can’t recollect if 
that’s really the case or if it was something else, anyway — once it was 
decided that I couldn’t remember if I had recovered, therefore, I 
assumed, recovery must have been achieved. A drink was in order. 
Next the bog. Being confused I couldn’t workout which wall was for use 
as a urinal and therefore exasperated by this dilemma, pissed in a 
bucket. Just to be ejected for pissing in the slop bucket — not done, 
seemingly. 

Next stop of frequently, all in the course of professional dedication 
was The Scotia Bar in Stockwell Street. This bar and the ‘Sarry Heid’ 
are two of the oldest in Glasgow. Historically what more could you ask 
for? “Mines a pint pal”, to which a dead man swore. The Scotia is a great 
bevy shop with lots of beer, spirits and crisps. Beer, spirits and crisps 
with a fine wooden panelling, which you can look at and say “Oh look, 
that’s nice wooden decor”. 

After getting chipped out of the Scotia, hardly teatime! I was 
pondering in the good company of a kebab how this selfless devotion 
would be resuscitated, when a wall opened up and swallowed me in 
Argyll Street (it was later discovered that this was in fact Princes lane , 
ED). Sloans is part of the Argyll Arcade and is a good place to use the 
toilet, for tunnelling through the wall to the adjacent jewellers in the 
Arcade. 

After release from the jail I decided that the calling was still strong 
and my duty must continue. At all costs. So impressed by my own 
dedication to this vital project, I set up research facilities in The 
Horseshoe Bar in Drury Lane. Big Tam and wallet duly arrived to 
finance the furthering of scientific frontiers. The Horseshoe is a great 
bar, 'cause the bar is more or less roundish, which means you can never 
find the door. True catering to needs. 

But alas, Big Tam’s wallet, wages, giro, house and Post Office 
Savings Account finally gave out. At this juncture Big Tam pointed out, 
while sharing a pizza, that our long lost cousin and reprobate, “Big 
Bobby was loaded”. A phone call was in order and after sentimental 
ramblings about our auld gran, and some threats of blackmail and a 
good kicking, Big Bobby was convinced of his need to fund science for 
the benefit of all. We arranged to meet in The Griffen at Charing X, 
which since the good old days has been reconstituted and nobody 
recognised it. We later, by providence, found ourselves all together — 
in the Variety Bar with all those young folk talking of parties and other 
things that went with their education. 

Three years later, me and Big Tam were skint and on the streets 
again. Fortunately Big Bobby, who had been released from Tier 
Majesty’s Pleasure’, took us to the stash from the Mothercare Job, 
allowing study to continue on economics and drinking patterns. The 
Halt Bar was chosen as we had already found ourselves inside while 

THE SHADOW VOLUME I NUMBER 1 PAGE 18 





discussing where to go. So it was the obvious choice as we were already 
there. 

The Halt Bar facilitated extensive research as tHere are three bars, 
one with free live music. We elected to take a bar each for a year, in 
rotation and then a year in each bar comparing notes. 

Such devotion took its toll. Big Bobby got a sore tummy and 
Socrates, sorearses, sirris — his liver was giving him jip, and Big Tam 
was informed ofHepatitis. A few askits and a fish supper and they were 
soon back on the piss again. No problem. 

Just then a bookies win took us off further down Woodlands Road 
to The Doublet Bar. There we found beer, spirits and crisps. Big Tam 
then won on the puggy and there was more beer, spirits and crisps. 
Where was the wood panelling? It was wooden beams this time. A 
major breakthrough had been made. Big Bobby found a tenner. Beer, 
spirits and crisps followed. 

Meanwhile Big Tam had been throwing up outside. We went to 
assist and as soon as you could say ‘Beam me up Scottie’ Byres Road 
and its myriad of boozing establishments beckoned. 

The Tennents Bar was chosen because Big Tam needed a slash 
and it was the nearest. On arrival Big Tam further informed us that 
since we were here we may as well have a pint anyway as he had 
already pissed his pants. The pints promptly arrived and were duly 
drunk. Inexplicably, this time there was a pint left over — while 
fighting over who was going to drink it, me and Big Tam suddenly 
realised it was actually in fact Big Bobby’s drink, and he was missing. 
Later Big Tam’s last rambling suggested that Bobby must have got a 
kicking as he was understood to be fleeing from bats, yelling “Get those 
bastards off me — Please!” 

Last I remember,, was just there now, saying, I can’t remember. 
What? Eh? No, sorry, I’ve forgotten. 

frew 
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MORE DISINFORMATION 


MORE DISINFORMATION ! A CRITIQUE OF 
BRITAIN’S SECRET WAR 
TARTAN TERRORISM AND THE ANGLO- 
AMERICANSTATE BYANDREW MURRAY 
SCOTT AND IAIN MACKLEAY, 1990 
MAINSTREAM PRESS,£7.99. 

The book claims to represent the ‘Inside 
story of Tartan Terrorism ’ throughout 
the I970’s and 1980’s. According to 
the preface 'Britain’s Secret War’ 
chronicles the events and personalities 
and gives an insight into the clandestine 
World of the ‘Tartan Terrorist’ and his 
equally shadowy opponent in the Secret 
police’. However, the authors failed to 
even embark on a full investigation 
never mind complete one! To summa¬ 
rise, its not an Inside story nor does it 
disclose anything new. 

It fails to resolve the riddle of the 
Scottish Urban Guerrilla. Although the 
authors deserve to be praised for pro¬ 
viding a progressive critique of the 
Prevention of Terrorism act, the injus¬ 
tice of the British legal system, the role 
of agent provocateurs and Scotland’s 
crucial role as an ‘aircraft carrier for 
NATO and the USA, the book contains 
extreme limitations. Ironically, the book 
may have become part of the disinfor¬ 
mation it sought to counter. 

Firstly the book over-states the role of 
Agent provocateurs. Although it is true 
that Scottish Republican organisations 
have been infiltrated by the Special 
B ranch, theSpecial B ranch are not strong 
enougn to totally control and manipulate 
them at random. The British State is not 
an all-powerful institution invulnerable 
toSubversion. Thefact is the War against 
the British state cannot be reduced to a 
Special Branch plot to discredit the 
Scottish National Party. The S.N.P. do 



not represent a serious or viable threat 
to the Anglo-American state. For they 
are not even seeking a socialist or even 
genuinely Independent Scotland but a 
devolved Scotland with ‘the Queen as 
head of state’. 

It is true that the less intelligent Strate¬ 
gists of the British Ruling-class are 
foolish enough to regard the S.N.P. as 
subversives. However, they are obvi¬ 
ously poor Military and political strate¬ 
gists. In other words, misguided ama¬ 
teurs. 

The authors become more sensible 
towards the second last chapter of the 
book when they state that Scottish 
Urban Guerrilla warfare is ‘ Sympto¬ 
matic per haps of the powerlessness of a 
nation which remains stateless against 
the wishes of the majority of her popu¬ 
lation’. In addition, the subsequent so¬ 
cial alienation, poverty, unemployment, 
poor housing and police repression cre¬ 
ates fertile soil for social unrest. It is 
not the Special Branch that has created 
the S.N.L.A. but the impotence of the 
political opposition in Scotland which 
gave birth to it. Individuals, being disil¬ 
lusioned by the widespread corruption 
and careerism of the Labour party (e.g. 
Pat Lai ly), often turn to extreme meth¬ 
ods toachieve their aims. Perhaps ifthe 
Labour party became moredemocratic, 
sensitive and responsive to the wishes 
of the Scottish people then individuals 
would reconsider joining Guerrilla 
movements. 

In regard to the S.N.P., the S.N.L.A. 
doesn’t need to discredit it. It discred¬ 
ited itself. For instance, it has aban¬ 
doned its aim of genuine Independence, 
has collaborated with Tory M.P. ’s and 
carried out witchhunts against it’s 
radical elements. 

The speculation about the S.N.L.A. being 
part of an International Terrorist net¬ 
work is nonsense. The authors obvi¬ 
ously read too many Frederick Forsyth 
novels. In case they haven’t heard, 
Frederick Forsyth isafiction writer. S 
o is Jack Higgins bye the way. 

Reliable sources were approached from 
within the S.N.L.A. They claimed they 
had no links with the Irish Republican 
Army. These false interpretations were 
interpreted as being part of a calculated 
campaign of disinformation to discredit 
the S.N.L.A. It implies the S.N.L.A.’s 
struggle is part of or secondary to the 
I.R.A.’s campaign. It also suggests the 
Scottish people are incapable of waging 
a war of their own. The assumption is 
that the Scottish struggle for freedom 
has no separate identity of it’s own 
without an Irish dimension. The 2 au¬ 
thors have produced not one shred of 
evidence to prove their exists such a 
link. This is because there aren’t any 
links! 

It is also m isleading to speculate that an 
organisation such as the Scottish Re¬ 


publican Socialist Party is the political¬ 
wing of the S.N.L.A. Again, no substan¬ 
tial evidence is produced. 
Therearemoreseriousallegations which 
cannot be refuted through lack of space. 
Wewill publish replieseither atalater 
date or simply let other individuals 
respond. 

However, we will say this. ^acknow¬ 
ledgements of the authors concerning 
assistance from their outlined sources 
were not all acknowledged sources in 
the real sense of the word. We consulted 
some of the sources and they claimed 
never to have been approached or con¬ 
sulted by the authors never m ind inter¬ 
viewed. In fact, they went ahead with 
publication without consulting and in¬ 
terviewing many reliable sources. The 
authors have taken the Liberty of pub¬ 
lishing individual’s names without any 
any consideration for the potential 
adverse affects this may have on their 
personal lives and future. No wonder 
Journalistshavesuchapoor public image 
. Perhaps thats why they cannot get 
access toreliablesources. Nobody trusts 
them! 

The central weakness of the book is its 
main sources are derived from the Es¬ 
tablishment press. There is no real criti¬ 
cism of the sources they rely on. Even a 
Modern studies school student is taught 
to be critical of newspaper sources. If a 
College or University Social Sciences 
student presented this book as part of 
their thesistheir tutors would instantly 
fail them. For they have no real facts to 
back up their arguments. In this regard, 
their tutors would be perfectly justified 
in failing them. 

The book is not very informative in 
terms of producing new insights. On the 
contrary, it represents part of a disin¬ 
formation exercise. If we ignore the 
disinformation, then its important to 
acknowledge the following point. That 
the British state are prepared to mur¬ 
der Willie Macrae because of his con¬ 
nections with the S.N.L.A., indicates 
how seriously the British state takes 
theS.N.L.A.. TheS.N.L.A. are obviously 
not regarded as a ‘Mickey Mouse out¬ 
fit’. Thetimeswhen theSecurity forces 
and Media ridiculed Scottish Guerrilla’s 
as cranks who belonged to a ‘Dad’s 
army’ are over. The tables have been 
turned. Its no longer a case of the secu¬ 
rity forces mak ing a fool of the Scottish 
Guerrillas but the S.N.L.A. making a fool 
of them. The S.N.L.A. have wiped away 
the smile of the British Establishment. 
Now they take the S.N.L.A. seriously. 
The British state, for all it’s so-called 
professionalism, still hasn’t defeated 
and smashed the S.N.L.A. As far as the 
S.N.L.A. appears to beconcerned, their 
War of Liberation goes on. 

Elizabeth MacDonald 


THE SHADOW VOLUME I NUMBER I PAGE 20 







variety is freedom 

malcolm dickson 


:~i ' self-produced magazines become 
t spaces in which artists 
»z*ess themselves without the con- 
sr-t r i$or inhibitions of‘public exhibi¬ 
ts ’he producer controls the work, 

» _ :st instances from it’s collation to 
■ 'distribution. It is no surprise that 
reat variety of material available 
:.t you have to seek it out) comes from 
y sts working in mail art or in related 
*-'ti-media art forms. Artist’s publi- 
ca'ons might range from the serious to 
•efrivolous; an item might be hand- 
:':duced, photocopied, it might be 
9 hssy and printed. Print-run depends 
-:cr the nature of the project, from 5 
copies which you give away to friends 
:nin your own artistic network, to a 
irger number which fulfil a given 
'-mber of outlets or confidently aim to 
:'eate more outlets, or one can through 
"e few mail-art magazines advertise 
2 'd sell through mail order. 

•n the first issue of ‘PERISCOPE’, it’s 
producer Randall Anderson states that 
it is not a magazine about - or a collec- 
'ion of - his works but is a work in 
tself, as “a search for a new form or 
_ edium to convey my ideas free from 
'stitutional mediation”. It contains 14 
y isual statements 1 ike those in an essay 
each one builds on a larger statement 
about seeing, being seen and looking 
ceyond.” Anderson, a multi-media 
artist from Canada, sees future sub¬ 
scribers to his magazine as being his 
col lectors and his intention is to build up 
a close familiarity with them through 
the process of producing the magazine 
and the correspondence that will ensue. 
‘Periscope’ is a very well produced 
magazine on gloss art paper with 32 
pages of edge-to-edge photographic 
r eproductionsof 2D m ixed mediawor ks. 
it does seem, however, to be too well 
produced (if one can accuse an artist’s 
publication of being so) for something 
that is supposed to be an artwork in 
’tself since it contains reproduction - 
some hand - produced element may give 
this project a stronger reason to sub¬ 
scribe. 

K e philosophy underpinning Zines is 
"at of networking, and Anderson iden- 
"' ! es with this in theshort introduction 
'PERISCOPE ’, which he sees as: 

* ar experiment that is designed to test 
“e post-modern claim that there is no 


longer a centre. The centre is where 
you are. This is in due part to the 
gradual decentralization of the market 
and the development of information 
spreading technologies. The mail art¬ 
ists of the sixties and the seventies 
scratched the surface of the changes 
takingplaceandl seethiskindof project 
as the next step. ” 

Subscription costs $35 .00 which should 

be paid in International money order or 
cheque,from: PERISCOPE. Box 66158, 
Stn. F, Vancouver B.C., V5N 5L4, 
CANADA. 

In describing his magazine ‘ND’, Daniel 
Plunkett states in an interview in the 
French based ‘Metro Riquet’ that the 
project is about “CONTACT" (the ini¬ 
tial meeting through the post), ‘‘EX¬ 
CHANGE ” (as the “exchange of letters, 
artwork andor ideas which havedevel- 


AGGRESSIVE 

AGGRESSIVE 





SCHOOL 
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OF ART 


oped from the contact ”) and of “ DOCU - 
MENT ” (the magazine itself which jus¬ 
tifies the other two). Most of the other 
individualscoveredin ND (usually inter¬ 
viewed by Plunkett himself in an infor¬ 
mal and, at most times, interesting 
way) are involved in various networks 
in alternative scenes, music, perform¬ 
ance, video or other mediums. Issue I 3 
is made up of several interviews with 
European individuals that Plunkett has 
been incontactwith in a recent journey 
through Europe. It includes interviews 
with ‘concrete’ musician Anne Gillis, 
music group and cassette labellers La 
SonoriteJaune, the editor of the afore¬ 
mentioned mail art magazine Metro 
Riquet, Francoise Duvivier, and with 
the two organisers of an alternative 
space called De Media which is near 
Ghent. 

ND’s great achievement is in relating a 


myriad of expressions which empha¬ 
sise co-partnership, communication, 
and the necessity of alternative(that 
word again!) systems of support for 
ideas. P revious issues of ND have taken 
the form of a video cassette and the 
audio tape. This magazine also reviews 
audio and video tapes, publications and 
lists international mail art projects 
‘going down ’, so if you want todiscover 
one aspect of that network and quite 
easily enter into it, then this is a useful 
magazine. Contact: ND, PO Box 4144, 
Austin, Texas 78765, U.S.A. 

Just as mail art is a form of art “ inter- 
layered with connections and bridges to 
other art forms”, so Ben alien’s ‘Par¬ 
ticles from Space’ and Mark Pawson’s 
‘Mapk Nabcoh’ use inter layering tech¬ 
niques generated by photocopiers as an 
extension of their separate but linked 
‘visual jamming’. Both manipulatesigns 
andcodes with a light-hear ted approach 
which emphasises the fun aspects to 
such activity. Other expressions of 
these two activists of mail art in Ire¬ 
land (Allen) and England (Pawson) burst 
out into badge making, T-shirts, stick¬ 
ers, and limited edition items and even 
toys. A note of explanation accompa¬ 
nies Pawson’s attractive A5 publica¬ 
tion 

(each copy is slightly different) which 
states that it uses 30 original black and 
white images as the raw material from 
which to build up photocopier generated 
textures and collages. The publication 
also utilises paper from advertising 
billboards to provide a background of 
“oversize dot-screened pictures -in¬ 
determinate details from commercial 
advertising”. He continues :“Using 
three different photocopiers, thesource 
i magesare pr i ntedonto the poster paper. 
The30 imagesarecombinedat random, 
enlarged or reduced, printed and over¬ 
printed in six colours. This is a labour 
intensive process which gives a unique 
multi-layered effect. Each pageiscop- 
ied at least three times, and the result¬ 
ing build-up of imagery can be felt”. 
Allen’s and Pawson’s publications (the 
latter beingavisualdelight)giveample 
evidence to John Held Jr’s (compiler of 
A World Bibliography of Mail Art) 
remark that “out there, there is a 
network of crawling signs of visual 
life”. One, presumably, just limber’s 
up to it. 

CONTACT-Ben Allen, I Cornhill Rd, 
Newton Abbey, Glengormley, Belfast. 

Mark Parson, 104 Glyn Rd, London, E5 
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THE LESLIE CROOK COLLECTION 

Down the pub at sixteen. 

Staff Nurse Cathy flirted with collapse. 

And the more available husbands. 

But her sober legs were always tightly crossed. 

HAPPY COMMODITY SPENDING SPREE 

Xmas is comig 

The boss is getting fat 

Believe in Santa? 

Don’t make me laugh 

Nothing’s free 

Happy commodity spending spree 

As seen on T.V. 

A sudden Summer shower means. 

On the bus to Dykebar. 

The patients are the ones. 

Without umberellas. 

People worshipping with the flocks 

The new cathedrals are well stocked 

Toys, clothes, computers, sweets and food 

Go on spend a packet 

It’ll do you good 

Alan’s records were a history 

Of modern psychological terms 

Until the experts found the true name 

For his aimless shallow grunting 

They haven’t been read since nineteenseventyfour 

Cash registars sing with all the profit that xmas 
brings 

Tesco, Fresco, Franco, Asda, Woolworth, C&A 
Marks & Sparks fly blinding us to the capitalist 
economy 

Relax, gon giz a brek 

Drink yersel blind 

Breaking a dog-end in half 

To share with an edgy tramp 

There goes Dr.Dixon 

Our leading undercover psychiatrist 

Cos after that it’s back to the grind 

Bank manager for ever biding his time 

For the debt owed 

Life can’t always be holidays? 

Back to work 

The chaplaine begins to spare a thought for the less 
fortunate. 

Thinking better of it he raises his gaze to heaven. 

A pious geriatric mumbles an inappropriate response. 
Two uncertain worshippers in the row behind take it 

up. 

So close to death and madness are there no doubts faith 

can cure. 

Money must be made 

By making you pay 

Lifes limited energy 

Entrapped, ensnared,enslaved 
Psychologically bondaged 

Don’t delay 

Persue the commodity. 

FREW 

The swans of Oartnavel 

Paddle slowly past 

Autumn’s third attempted drowning 

Regal and indifferent 


CREATIVITY 

SOLIDARITY 

See inside, 

Went tae classes 

A lassie came. Noa bad bita stuff eether. Teacher 

Read stories fae books an that. 

Some wiz crackin. 

Telt us tae write ur aen stuff. 

Gave it a go an she liked it she said. The burd. 

Said ah should dae mair. 

But see writin. 

Really hard when your no on yur tod. 

Funny feelin that writin. 

Yi don’t wahnt folk near yi. 

Bit like wankin ur havin a shite. 

Seen Robert. 

Some state thon. 

Want ti see im man. 

Up the park greetin. 

Young team dug im up an he couldny handle it. 

Wee boys them still at school. 

Looks dead thin nae nice claes or nuthin. 

Overdone the shootin up. 

Used ti be really really gallus Robert. 

Mind when we tanned Skellys. 

Fucks sake Robert was top man. 

See next time we do a turn an get a few quid. 

Gie Robert some. 

Only right. 


DOTHERY HANLEY 
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IT'S ONLY ROCK'n 'ROLL 


Contrary to an article that was pub¬ 
lished in I 48, entitled ‘No more Rock n’ 
Roll’, the Glasgow music scene has not 
been dormant for the past 10 years 
with the only restbite being the Soup 
Dragons and Primeval Scream. The 
quality of music in the City cannot 
always be measured by commercial 
success. According to the article, the 
'Glasgow Sound’ was more or less 
invented by Postcard Records, Orange 
Juice and with the help of Aztec Cam¬ 
era. To believe that there is a distinct 
Glasgow sound is utter nonsense! What 
does exist is a creative feeling for 
music that the Glasgow people them- 
selveshavewhichcan manifest itself in 
a var iety of styles and guises. The real 
Glasgow sound does not belong to com - 
mercial interests but on the contrary, 
belongs to the people. 

This was exemplified by an evening of 
entertainment that was staged by Billy 
Boland and Jane Taylor at the Glasgow 
School of Art which feactured all the 
best up and coming sounds from the 
Glasgow area. It was an ambitous night 
with some 12 bands scheduled to strut 
their stuff on separate venues within 
the Vic Cafe. The main stage area up¬ 
stairs was well prepared with the usu¬ 
ally drab walls covered by brightly 
designed draps which were backed up 
with various bunting, Billy the Fish and 
an impressively created lighting sys¬ 
tem. 

Now were all settled, on with the show. 
The Fire-Engines were one of the finest 


rythems during the halsian days of the 
so-calledGlasgow sound. I’veseen them 
seriously upstage theOrangeswith their 
brand of cranky’ razor sharp music 
heavily infused with a Velvet Under¬ 
ground influence. Their legacy lives on 
and is now being exploited by a new 
generation of muscicians in the form of 
theSubliminal Girlswho tore their way 
through the set. At times theSubliminal 
Girl’s musical direction seemed to be 
confusedwith bitsandpiecesofvarious 
strainsof Rock floating in and out losing 
any chance of holding a coherent style 
together. 

All that had gone before was immedi¬ 
ately forgotten as the awesome sound 
of the Nyah Fearties smashed it’s way 
intothehall anddemandedattention. For 
just 2 guys they come up with an rag¬ 
ging ocean of volume and sound. The 
Fear ties were availed of theservicesof 
a flame-thrower chappie who spewed 
fire over the audience but the Fearties 
needed no illumination. 

Soring, dippind and diving, the banjo 
thrash roller-coasted around the room 
blowing the place apart. A sound sensa¬ 
tion that one could never tire of. 

The large crowd had barely recovered 
from that experience when Capone and 
the Bullets hit the stage. The audience 
erupted into dance, pulsating to the 
very slick and stylish rocksteady beat. 

A well textured sound. Some of the 
trumpet playing was stunning and the 
Bullet’scontrol of rythm andtimemade 
them sound a very professional outfit. 


Undoubtly the best SKA band to emerge 
from Glasgow. 

The last two acts proved too hard to 
follow. The Rythem Kittens, with their 
tame and bland form of mainstream 
rock turned out to be the type of band 
that a middle-class parent might book 
for their offspring’s 21st birthday 
party. The Rythem Kittens lost out on 
creativity and edge. 

The audience were shaken awake as 
Hugh Reed and the Velvet Underpants 
swept the stage, opening up with their 
new single Six Tae Wan. A driving, 
hypnotic, primitive beat transfixed the 
audience as Hugh Reed and the Velvet 
Underpants went through their paces 
mixing rock narrative and theatre. The 
energy and enthusiasm that the band 
poured out were much appreciated by 
everyone who were all dissappointed 
when Hugh Reed and the Velvet Under¬ 
pants buggered off after playing just 3 
numbers. They made way for Jimmy 
Saville’s Wheelchair, a thrash rock 
combo which nowadays proliferates in 
the music scene. The only element that 
was creative or even unique within 
Jimmy Saville’s Wheelchair set was 
that they got to use the Strobe lights. 
Nevertheless a popular bandwith acult 
following. 

The last band seen before I had to leave 
was Archbishop Kebab. They played an 
intensive and epileptic freestyle form 
of Jazz orientated Rock. Some may call 
it art or by some trendy phrase but I 
prefer to use the term racket. If you 
like music that irritates Archbishop 
Kebab is for you. 

On the whole, an interesting and enjoy¬ 
able evening. There were even more 
bands on show than are mentioned here. 
These included WE ARE THE MEN, SOLO¬ 
MON FLYNN and downstairs in the Vic 
Cafe SPAMBORSKI had their house 
system. 

One thing that wasn’t apparent as the 
night wore on was a distinctly Glasgow 
sound. This notion was well and truly 
buried. This fact was easily illustrated 
by the wide range and variety of sound 
that was on offer. This is always the 
case when creative and inventive people 
come together and reject musical dogma. 

frew 



THE SHADOW VOLUME I NUMBER 1 PAGE 24 




GLASGOW TECH UNION 


!p?r ~ lord, I was proceeding along Nun 
Cft? : rad in an Easterly manner when 
■reye'tion of my cars was demanded 
ry i :cd buzzing road which at first I 
Ttit to be the urine produced by an 
jnx<~fortably done North of Hiller 
* 2 scs which been drinking tro much 
taper I intened the pnecincts of Glas¬ 
gow College Union and fround my sur- 
T-setobe correct. 

Hestily donning my particular rubber 
clothing I penetrated further into the 
-'ding only to find many othen vanious 
~— lar ly gan bed, some i n leather, some 

* .:cer, many also wear ingsome kindof 
::: :^rful expanded headgean, the pro¬ 
active necessity of which become more 
ard more apparent the closer me ap- 
t'oached to the source of the Urine. 

; !~ever found out what produced the 
-rine but I did find to it’s epicentre, 4 of 
•.he most protectively dressed indi- 

• ‘duals, each of whom seemed to be 
'•‘llingly submitting to be tortuned, 
perhaps for the good of their fellras 


men, penhaps just for fun - who can 
say? 

Collectively, this suicide squad are 
having a Scat Opera and I swean the 
absense of Kiri Te Kandra was a thing 
which had a physical presense. One of 
their persons, looking rather like Aleis- 
ter Crowley on Hypo-Methedrine and 
covered in a chain-mail spider’s web 
arty off the shoulder little number was 
engaged in writhing battle with his pet 
pythons to which he had attached elec- 
tnic guitar strings and two pick-cups. 
This spectacle started but little time, 
the evident torture having been going on 
for some time. A previous suicide- 
squad, known as Stretchheads had, by 
all accounts, acquitted themselves with 
outstanding honour, and thein corpses 
borne bravely from the scene in full 
regalia. 

One Medieval lager shandy later, it was 
this officer’s unfortunate duty to un- 
dengo another audio-visual attack on 
the nervous system of such immune 


billy borland 

proportions, and with shattering effect 
on the moral sense and rational facul¬ 
ties, that I must tender my resignation 
from the force. 

Oaye Bykers on Acid wene juice ex¬ 
actly that. A bunch of naving demoral¬ 
ised lunatics in What Every Woman 
wants lateil in tie-dyed underwean 
leaping about and thwarking guitars in 
f r on t of p r oj ected i m ages of wan, p eace, 
babies, civilisations and it’s discon¬ 
tents nather a la shamen than a lacarte. 
Be that as it may. Fnenzy, Hysteria, 
Flashing pyrotechnic light. Buzz-amid 
psychedelia meets the lemon meningue 
pie,Goths,Goths ,h i pp ies,Goths. 

Totally undermined my confidence in 
myself as an Officer of the Law. 

Yours respectfully, 


Former Superintendent Sebastian 
MacPlammff 


Glasgow tech union 



PRESENTS 


XMAS*BALL 

STARRING 

CAPTAIN 

SENSIBLE 

WITH SPECIAL GUESTS 


TICKETS £6.50 

AVAILABLE FROM UNION A VNKMN 

w*y hy reciprocal ■g mm w l and waAricidalior card o**r 
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“Our responsibility is to 
build a new stadium savs sec¬ 
retary Jim Farry. 

Scotland on Sunday. 

THE SHADOW EXPLORES THIS NOTION 


During the construction of this 
article the S.F.A. were 
approached and a request to 
speak with supremo Jim Farry 
was lodged. This was done in the 
hope that some light might be 
shed onto the Hampden issue and 
also into the S.F.A.'s pricing 
policy for the recent Scotland 
games. This request for an 
interview was declined. 

Scotland fans are becoming more than 
slightly disillusioned by the behaviour 
and attitude of the S.F.A. in regard to 
the fans and our embarrassing excuse 
fora national stadium. Firstly Hampden. 
The S.F.A. have known for a long time 
that Hampden has been in what could op¬ 
timistically be called a sorry state. 
There have been improvements. Theold 
ash terracing has thankfully been con¬ 
creted over, which now means that you 
don’t wander off home with a mixture 
of piss and ash encrusted onto your 
shoes. The piss did have one advantage, 
in that, it dampened down the chocking 
dust which at times could fill Hampden, 
especially in the covered end. Most 
'improvements’ were carried out as 
necessary safety precautions in a kind 
of rearguard action with a total lack of 
any positive attitude. 

In the wake of the Taylor Re¬ 
port, F.I.F.A. deemed that all World Cup 
gamesasfrom I 994 must be conducted 
in all seater stadia. Hampden could, of 
course, never be ready in time, if even 
by the next century. The S.F.A. have 
dragged their feet for far too long and 
now the crunch has arrived. The S.F.A. 
are no longer (if they ever were) in 
charge of the situation. 

There are several 

‘super stadia’ plans, Jim Farry in 
Scotland on Sunday 4/ 10/90 (as close 
as we could get to an interview) stated 
“our association still has several op¬ 
tions available to it, but a lack of funds 
(asubject that wi 11 be retur ned to later) 
is a pressing problem.” 

The options available are, 


a new Hampden, Linwood car plant, 
Strathclyde Park, a ground sharing 
scheme with Celtic, 

Firstly Linwood. Here 
there would be room for a large car 
par king area but as ex per ience is show - 
ingat McDiarmid Park which only hasa 
10,000 seated capacity, it is not al¬ 
ways one of the quickest or smoothest 
of operations getting in and out of the 
car park. Although Linwood is a large 
site it would be mainly based around the 
car and the motorway system which is 
unfair to those who rely soley on public 
transportation. The Linwood proposal 
which was put forward by speculators 
and developers and is only one of a 
string of ideas to convert Linwood car 
plant over the years into one thing or 
another. Similar to the other schemes 
this is doomed to failure which in this 
case will be it huge cost some 150 
million. This is especially so with the 
present econom ic position of em pending 
recession and high interest rates. Such 
matters of economics do effect all 
schemes but this one is way to expen¬ 
sive. 

Building the Strathclyde Park 
scheme from scratch would have the 
samefinancial problemsoftheLinwood 


proposal. But Strathclyde Park does 
have the advantage of comprehensive 
transport links. The major hurdle to the 
Strathclyde Park scheme would be plan¬ 
ning premission. This is because of 
several factors, it ’sa designated coun¬ 
try park and isonagreen belt site which 
wascreated to stop Hamilton andMoth- 
erwell coalesing. Surely such a scheme 
would cover large sections of the park 
even if only considering the car park 
area and access roads and so would 
undermining existing planning policy. 
This scheme has the least chance of 
fruitition merely becauseof the uproar 
it would create amoungst planners, 
environmentalist and the public. 

So what of Hampden? 
Access is adm ittably poor and having to 
usually walk almost back into the city 
centre to catch some mode of transport 
on big match days is not one of the more 
pleasing aspects of Hampden. But this is 
also a problem at Parkhead and Ibrox 
when big games are on. There are ad¬ 
vantages to using Ham pden it does have 
the room for redevelopment and the 
infrastructure and foundations are al¬ 
ready there which will keep costs 
down. Many Scottish fans havea senti¬ 
mental, nostalgic and even romantic 
relationship with Hampden, it’s part of 
our social heritage. Nevertheless a 
fully covered Ham pden would have been 
nice and as for the toilets. 

Many Scottish fans are becoming in¬ 
creasingly annoyed and fustrated at the 
ineptitude of the S.F.A. commitment to 
a national stadium especially since the 
last plan to sell off lesser Hampden for 
redevelopment were scuppered by 
Strathclyde Regional Council and the 
Scottish Office. Since when the S.F.A. 
has maintaineda ‘handsoff’, ‘waitand 











see’ policy towards Hampden, some 
say neglect. Is anything going to hap¬ 
pen? 

The idea to share a ground 
with Celtjc is the option most favoured 
by the S.F.A. but it’s still a case of let 
someone else do it. There are problems 
with sharing aground with Celtic, for a 
start Celticdon’t know what their doing 
themselves. They are split between a 
move to Robroyston to start afresh or 
staying at a redeveloped Parkhead. 
Even when Celtic do make a choice 
which may itself take years there are 
still several years to go in the planning 
process before the plans would see the 
light of day. 

Because of all the various prob- 
'eTsthat have been outlined come 1994 
Hairpden will automatically become 
rcselete because of the hysterical calls 
for all seated stadia. Therefore it looks 
"evitable that a move will be made 
across the city to Ibrox. Ally McCoist 
may be as keen as mince to play for 
Scotland but Sounessduring his playing 
career wasnotalways overly enthusi¬ 
astic to pull on the jersey. Richard 
Gough is currently nudging for a place in 
the Hall of Fame for the highest number 
of call offs and Super MoJo (four a 
penny) has decided that the honour 
along with the cash involved in playing 
for Scotland is not a suitable enough en- 
ducement to drag him away from his 
telly. There are also reported fueding 
between Rangers and the S.F.A. which 
are of course denied. Thus it has to be 
asked, will Rangers commitment to the 
Scottish cause be sufficient or will 
games be called off to save the park for 
a vital Saturday home game against 
Brechin? 

A futher problem of not having 
a truly national stadium, is where cup 
finals involving the Old Firm will be 
played? Surely if Rangers were in a 
final that was to be played at Ibrox they 
would havea unfair anddistinct advan¬ 
tage. If it was Rangers and not Celtic in 
the final then it could be possibly played 
at Parkhead or vice versa, but if they 
are both involved then what? Itcouldbe 
suggested that home and away legs be 
staged but this ignores the vital point 
that a national stadium should be avail¬ 
able to the nation as a source of pride 
and enjoyment. 

As if the neglect of Hampden 
by the S.F.A.is not enough, their recent 
treatment of the fans who turn up at the 
games has been nothing short of appall¬ 
ing. The last two European Champion¬ 
ship games were live on the T.V.. The 


Romanian game went coast to coast via 
theB.B.C. and not suprisingly only some 
12.000 fans bothered to turn up, of 
which I was one. The most astonishing 
thing about that particular game (apart 
from the win) was the £6 entrance fee. 

A further point located at the turnsty- 
les was that more than half the gates in 
the North Terracing weregiven over to 
Whyte & Mack ay as concessionary 
gates. These entrances were quite a bit 
busier than the pay as you enter,and as 
if to add insult to injury it was a stag¬ 
gering £2 for their poxy programme. 
Such policies only serve to bewilder. 
Why not £3 and double the gate? The 
same happened for the Swiss game but 
as this time it was only on B.S.B. Some 
28.000 turned up, with the absentees 
possibly deciding that it would be a 
better idea to spent their six quid in the 
pub and catch the replays. It could be 
said that this makes good commercial 
sense but it dose not bring the punters 
in who are the bread and butter of the 
game at all levels The S.F.A. are making 
some£ I 5.000.000 from their T.V. deals 
concerning the Scottish national side. 
This is on top of all the dosh that the 
S.F.A. made out of the World Cup. What 
is the S.F.A. doing with all that 
cash????????? Nothing for the fans, 
that’s for sure or indeed the national 
side who are forced to play in an almost 
deserted Hampden. Most of the dosh is 
probably spent on fact finding missions 
to Florida. That’s the United States 
variety not Mount, oh to be a hotel air 
conditioning expert. The S.F.A., to 


which the fars have absolutely ro 
recource, is undemocratic ard woe¬ 
fully out of touch, rot just with the fars 
but also the national coach. 

TheTalyor Reports 
reactionary calls for all seated stadia 
is being forced apon the footballing 
public without prior consultation. The 
case for al 1 seated stadia is a case that 
has not been proven from a safety or 
behavioural aspects. Do Cowderbeath 
or Stranraer really reed all seated 
stadia for their huge crowds? It is true 
that the Tory govermert, more or less 
true to form, refuses to help. The cash 
for a new or revampedstaium should be 
made available by the government of 
the day. It is part of our social ard 
cultural heritage imagireErglardwith- 
out aWembly ever Wales have Cardiff 
Arms Park. What does the government 
do with all that morey from the North 
Sea and privatisation? Weareurfortu- 
nately in the hards of theS.FA who do 
not seem to have the imagination or the 
foresight to come up with a much 
needed strategy to save Hampden or 
come up with a viable alternative 
Hampden I feel is beirg left to decay ard 
the voices of the fars are beirg igrored. 

It is the fars who keep the game alive, 
not, as they will have you believe, 
buisnessmen in their srazzy suits. The 
fars, as the saying goes are left in the 
dark and fed bullshit. This situatior 
must be reversed if Scottish football is 
not to become an everlasting source of 
embarrassment instead of pride. 
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we never. go our to pubs , 
Clt/fiS, DANCES OP PARTIES. 


HU we're the'pants'& 

LIKE TO TELL YOU A LrTTLE 

ABourou 

WHOLE 
LIFESTYLE 


FIRSTLY, WE PONT DRINK , 
SMOKE OR.TAKE DRUGS. 



we ARE All celibate* & 

Alevaz BREAK THIS PULE. 


we rise every mora/ng at 
C ?-30 AND Aes/NBCD BY 

100 
EVERY 
NIGHT. 


WE EVEN EXORCISE FOR. 
SL HOURSEVERY MORNING. 



W€ EAT 3 SQUARE MEALS A 
DAT- NO MORE, NO LESS. 



AND FOR RECREATION WE 
ENJOY DRAUGHTS, DOMINOES 
St TIDDLY 
WINKS. 
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